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TO A 
_ Young Gentleman 


A M not a little glad, Sir, to be once ſo happy 
in my life, as to be able to ſend you a Preſent ; 
ſmall indeed of bulk, but very precious in va- 
lue. Such I am ſure you'll eſteem it, by the 


"> knowledge TI have of your accurate taſte : nor 
wou'd I take the liberty to offer it, were I not per- 


ſuaded that it is really what I repreſent it. The con- 
trary conduct were to offend Your Judgment, and 
to ſhow the badneſs of my own. It conſiſts of ſome 
4 Letters, written by the late Earl of Shaftesbury to the 
0 preſent Lord Muleſworth, upon the two niceſt Sub- 
: jects poſſible, and the moſt important to Mankind: 
the one private, the other publick ; the firſt being 
_ the choice of a Wife, and the ſecond the Service of 
1 one's Country. I had the honour to have theſe Letters 
depoſited in my hands two years ago by the Lord 
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bury, whom I infinitely honour'd, and with whom I 


believe it was not the donor's deſign, that I ſhou d 
publiſh them ſo ſoon ; which yet I do not ſay, as 
fancying him to be of the fond opinion of thoſe, 
who think Pieces of this nature ought. not to 
get out of the Cabinets of the curious, till all 
concern'd or mention'd in them are dead. This, 
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that not the trueſt; being neither grounded. on 
the example of the wiſeſt of the Ancients, nor 
on the dictates of common Senſe, Who knows nor, 


Moleſworth, as a Memorial of the late Earl of Shaftes= * 


cultivated a moſt intimate acquaintance. I firmly 


I confeſs, is the common - doctrine, but for alli 
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The INTRODUCTION. | 


that moſt of the beſt collections of Rox 1 Letters 


which remain, were the greateſt part publiſh'd by. 


the writers of them? They were neither aſham'd_ 


nor afraid in thoſe days, to ſend abroad the very 


Conferences they had with their contemporaries and 


companions : and tho' ſomtimes no Diſcourſes of 
this kind had happen'd in effect, yet the moſt cele- 
brated writers (ſuch as Plato and Cicero) did not 
imagine they tranſgreſs'd the rules of Probability, 
by introducing their familiar Friends ſpeaking with 
themſelves or with each other in their Dialegues. 
This practiſe was natural and manly ; while the mo- 
dern is unnatural and ſervil. Nor is Reaſon leſs on 
my fide than Authority: for what reaſon can be gi- 
ven, why the Moral and Inſtruction, the Incentives 
and Examples, contain'd in the Letters I ſend you, 
ſhou'd not be communicated to thofe who live now, 
as well as to ſuch who ſhall live hereafter ? eſpeci- 
ally, ſince the preſent Generation ſtands as much in 
need of them, as the future can poſſibly do. Why 
ſhou'd I promiſe myſelf to out-live all concern'd in 
theſe Letters, ſince ſome of them are conſiderabl 
Younger? or who can ſecure me, that others will 
Publiſh them after I am dead? The noble perfon, 
to whom they are addreſs'd, has no reaſon to be 
aſham'd of them: the two Ladies, both ſhe whom 
the Author courted, and ſhe whom he married, 
ought to be proud of them; and {what's the chief 
Point of all) none either of the living or the dead 
are nam'd to their diſhonour. 


PRESUMING therefore that my Lord M. 
will find theſe reaſons no leſs cogent than others, 
I ſhall proceed, Sir, to acquaint you before-hand 
with ſeveral things, neceſſary for the better under- 
ſtanding of the whole ; and to clear to you the foun- 
dations of certain alluſions to affairs, tranſacted when 
you were but a child. You are too well acquainted 


with my Lord Shaftesbury's Works, to be a ſtran- 


ger to his Character, particularly in reſpect of his 
Learning; which, I can aſſure 2 from perſonal 
knowledge, extended far beyond theirs, wich Li- 
TH raries 
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The INTRODUCTION, vii 
braries are more crouded. Perhaps no modern ever 
turnꝭd the Antients more into ſap and blood, as the 
| fay, than he. Their Doctrines he underſtood as we 
as themſelves, and their Virtues he practis'd better. 
But he admir'd in them nothing ſo much (tho” he 
acknowledg'd them in many other things admira- 
ble) as that Love of one's Country, that paſſion for 
true Freedom, which they perpetually inſpire, and 
of which they afford ſuch numerous examples. Li- | 1 
berty and Laws, in a word, he ador'd; as he abhorr'd T 
* Licentionuſneſs and Tyranny. With theſe happy diſ- 
$ poſitions, flowing from an excellent Underſtanding, 
and adorn'd with untainted Morals, the Lord Aſhley 
(for this was his title in his Father's life-time) was ö 
choſen early in King William's reign a member of | 
the Houſe of Commons ; where he ever voted on the | 
right ſide, as hereafter I ſhall convince you more | 
particularly. He was in ſome little time, from one "þ 
of the healthieſt and moſt ſprightly young Noble- 
men in England, fo violently ſeiz'd with an A/thma, 
that he cou'd with great difficulty endure the fa- 1 
tigue of Parliamentary attendance ; and at laſt cou'd | 
not bear with the Smoke of London, which ſufto- 
W cated him to ſuch a degree, that he was forc'd to | 
W quit even the neighbourhood of it. This ſoon xen- | 
= der'd him unfit for publick affairs either in the Par- 
lament or the Minifiry. And it mult be own'd, that | 
be was not very ſorry to find an Excuſe from ap- | 
Wpearing in either for ſome time: for on a ſudden, 
co the diſgrace of the Revolution (in itſelf the beſt 
cauſe in the world) ſuch a notorious and bare-fac'd 
Corruption, like a univerſal Leproſy (as one expreſs'd | 
it) infected and overſpread both the Army and the | 
Navy, nay the Court and a great part of the Parlia- 
rent; that the laſt (on occaſion of the Bribery us'd 
Dy the Old Eaſt-India Company) declar'd and voted 
his Corruption, in as ſtrong terins as I can poſſibly 
Wxpreſs it. Another thing that much afflicted him, 
aas to ſee the very deſigns of the Revolution daily 
erverted, and the noble effects, that ought natu- 


u to ſtream from it, like to be fruſtrated: not by i 
e oppoſers and ſworn enemies of it, from whom * 
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De INT RO DUCTIT UN 
cou d not be expected; but by many of che 
Who were the moſt active in it, and who ſuck d in 
the Principles of it with their firſt milk. Theſe, 
finding the ſweet of Places and Penſions, were re- 
"© = ſolv'd to hold or procure them at any rate: and as 
B there are ſeldom wanting Miniſters, who make their 
3 Court at the expenſe of the People's Liberty or 
Wealth, they became the abje& Tools of ſuch cor- 
6 rupt Sycophants ; and as ready to fall into arbi 
W | Meaſures as the Tories ever were, who then took _ 
7 8; up the Principles which the others laid down, whe-. 
18 ther out of ſpite or conviction is not material. 'This 
* deſection of ſo many of his acquaintance, and this 
{+1 diſcovery of the rottenneſs of their hearts, join'd to 
Jes his ill ſtate of Health, dejected him very much, and | 
1 inclin'd him to affect retirement. He fo heartily ex- 
poſtulated with ſuch as he met of thoſe Ale 


7 he oppos'd all of them ſo much by his In- | 
tereſt in and out of Parliament, and fo livelily re- 


K preſented the treachery and baſeneſs of the Meaſures 
they were following, that they cou'd not endure 
| him. They gave out that he was ſplenetick and 
melancholy; whimſical and eaten up with vapors: | 
whereas he was in reality juſt the reverſe, natural- 
ly chearful and pleaſant, ever ſteddy in his Princi- 
ples, and the fartheſt in the world from humorſom 
or fantaſtical. But becoming an Eye-ſore to them, 
as being an eternal reproach upon their conduct, 
they ſtrain'd their inventions to turn his beſt qua- 
lities into defects. They gave out that he was too 
"If bookiſh, becauſe not given to Play, nor aſſiduous 
3 at Court; that he was no good Companion, be- 
i cauſe not a Rake nor a hard Drinker, and that he 
was no Man of the World, becauſe not ſelfiſh nor 
open to Bribes. Of his innate diſpoſition to Socratic 
Irony and innocent Raillery, you have many inſtan- 
ye + ces in his Writings, or rather there runs a vein of it 
„ thro? them all: but his incomparable Treatiſe of En- 
© thufiaſm is a perſect Exemplar of the gay Stile, With- 
bw out Levity ; and you know that he has left a whole 
n book in defence of Mirth and good Humour, This 
is more than enough for you, who had not the haps 
| : ä pineſi 
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pineſs to know, him, to wipe off the imputation of 


Moroſeneſs and Melancholy. 


NOW as all Beings have a natural propenſity to 
their like, ſo my Lord Shaftesbury conceiv'd a juſt 
elitem for Learning and Virtue wherever he found 
them; and lov'd extreamly to aſſociate with ſuch as 
continu d ſteddy to the Intereſts of their Country, 
and by ſo much the more intimately, as they ſhow'd 
themſelves champions for Liberty from the begin- 
ning, or at times when it was neither faſhionable 
nor beneficial ſo to be. Tis no wonder therefore 
to find him in the following Letters expreſs the 
higheſt value for Mr. M-Jeſworth (now the Lord 
Viſcount of that name) ſo often and in ſuch a ten- 
der and paſſionate manner, ſeeing he did not only 
concurr with him in opinion and practiſe, about all 
publick aftairs during King Milliam's Government 
and afterwards; and had ever unalterably aprear'd 
for the Liberty of his Country, and indeed of Man- 
kind, as well by writing as by word and action: but 
that he likewiſe had the ſame love and application 
to Letters with himſelf, had the ſame reliſh and ad- 
miration for the celebrated Writers and Patriots of 
Antiquity ; and above all, that he proleſs'd the ſame 
Philoſophy too, which they, who know any thing 
of it, will own to have begot a more ſincere and 
laſting Union of hearts and hands, than any tyes of 
kindred, affinity, or Intereſt. In ſhort, he choſe 
Mr. M. for his Oracle in publick affairs, aud his thore 
confident in private concerns, to ule his own Expreſ- 
fion, in the eighth of the following Letters. Nor 
was this deference to his judgment, ſolely owing to 
the obſervations he made on his conduct in the 
Houje of Communs, and in the proceſs of his further 
converſation with him; but begun long before any 
acquaintance between them, when Mr. M. publiſh'd 
that ineſtimable and never dying Book, wherein (to 
ule the Lord Haftenbum's words cence more in the 
lame Letter) he pointed out the State of Denmark 
to other States, aud propheſy d of ite th, Het 
unpurtant is the growing Ae I Lis Cyorn } riend= 
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x The INTRODUCTION, 

ſhip (for ſo I may call it after my Lord ShafresLury 
himſelf ) between him and Mr. M. prov'd after- 
wards of {ingular advantage to him in more reſpects 
than one. I ſhall impart to you at preſent on! 
two inſtances of this kind; and after I have dif. 
patch'd theſe, I ſhall then endeavour to anſwer the 
expectation I have rais'd in you, of having thoſe 
Points briefly clear d, which occaſion'd the paſſio- 
nate complaints he makes of ſome of his former 


friends, and his real grief for their no leſs ſhame- 
ful than ſhameleſs Apoſtacy. 


THE late Queen Anne falling by degrees, after 
the firſt and ſecond years of her reign, into Mea- 
ſures more agreeable to the Lord Shafresbury's no- 
tions of the Intereſt of Exgland, both in relation to 
affairs at home and abroad, he begun to conceive a 
good opinion of her Counſellors. This favourable 
diſpoſition was cultivated in him by Mr. M. on 
whoſe judgment and integrity he intirely rely'd, 
and who himſelf was not unactive in the preſent 
happy turn of atiairs. There was a great intimacy 


between this Gentleman and the Earl of Godolphin, 


than whom there never was a better Judge of Men. 
He took Mr. M. into his boſom, as knowing 
him to be thoroughly vers'd in the Conltitution, 


well acquainted with the preſent ſtate and diſpoſi- 


tion of the People, and no lels skill'd (if not much 
more ſo) in Foreign aftairs, than any he cou'd eaſily 
conſult. *Tis not my buſineſs here, to give you a 
detail of the many ſervices Mr. M. render'd to the 
Lord Treaſurer G.4»/phin, and conſequently to the 
Nation: but my Subject obliges me to tell you, that 
he made known to him the worth and uſefulneſs 
of the Lord Shaf;esbury ; whom, on the other hand, 
he fully convinc'd of the Lord Treaſurer's ability 
and clear intentions. He brought them to an inter- 
view and eclaircif}ement, ſhowing my Lord Shaftes- 
bury how he might be ſtill ſerviceable to his Coun- 
try, tho' not in the fatiguing way of Employments 
or Parliament-attendance, but oy g:ving his advice 
to the Miniſter, and naudging the | Mis; be had in 
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his Country ſuitable to the Meaſures of the Grvern- 


ment, ſo long as ſuch Meaſiires and Advices were 


honeſtly purſu'd. 'To this he agreed, becauſe he 
cou'd the more freely give his advice, and inſiit the 
more vigorouſly on the performance of what was 
promis'd; in regard he ask'd nothing for himſelf, 
and went into no Engagements, but purely on the 
behalf of his Country. There was no demoni.ra- 
tion he did not give (as by theſe Letters will part- 
ly appear) that he ſerv'd the Government difin- 
tereſledly. He, practis'd the Maxims of his favorite 
Philoſophy, fo perfectly up to the profeſſion of its 
Founder, that he comes little ſhort ſometimes of 
thanking Heaven for his want of health, which in- 
capacitated him from filling any publick I oft: for 


tho' it were diſcharg'd with ever fo much probity 


and capacity, it might have furniſh'd matter of ca- 
lumny to his enemies or enviers; as all evil Minitters 
will conſtantly detract from the good, whole clean 
hands and equal juſtice are a glaring reproach upon 
their own mercenarineſs and partiality. My Lord 
G dolphin aniwer'd all his expectations, and the 
Character he gives of him to his friend Mr. M. is 
equally auguſt and amiable: nor will theſe Let- 
ters be an ignoble Memorial of that great Treafurer's 
Worth. I heartily wiſh that future Miniſters may 
imitate bim, eſpecially in chuſing ſuch Adviſers (for 
our preſent Miniſters want none) and when any are 
ſo wile, then both the Mini ers and Adviſers ought 
carefully to mind the contents of the ſeventh Let- 
ter, to which I referr them. My Lord Shaft esvury, 
who well knew the weight of Mr. MH. wonder'd he 


"F\ 4 
ſhou'd be at any time abſent from the great Man, 


that ſo juſtly eiteem'd him: but principally, that he 
cou'd ſpare him out of Parliament. He eaſily ac- 
counts however for this laſt particular, and prophe- 


| tically ſays in that ſame Letter, /t ſuch Men 
3 3 . 4 

& ſpur'd le rather reſervd for the moſt hazardors and 

| calamitoms times, whei public Nuſ/iry and commin 


wy 


Danger make their Merits andQpi11ivn better regarded, 
Here that good Lord was an Oracle to his Oracle, 


ss the preſent Conjuncture will abundantly juſtiſy. 
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xt The INTRODUCTION. 

THUS have I given you, Sir, the firſt inſtance 
wherein Mr. M's acquaintance and advice were of 
advantage to his Friend; and now I fhall give you 
the ſecond. My Lord Shafresbrry living a Batche- 
lor, and bis Brother (of whom I frequently heard 
him declare great hopes, nor, as I thought, with- 
out juſt grdunds) unfortunately falling under his 
diſpleaſure, all his Friends ſoflicited him to marry. 
They promis'd themſelves a future Patriot, in one 
bred up under his care and example; or according 
to the directions, he ſhould leave to his Mother 
and Guardians. None pielt him more earneſtly, 
out of thele very views, than Mr. M. nor did any 
body's reaſons prevail more with him, becauſe he 
was thoroughly perſuaded of his ſincerity: and 
certainly his inducing him at lalt to marry, pro- 
ceeded more from his love of the Publick, than any 
concern he had.to continue a Family ; which is 
well known to his intimate Friends, and will evi- 
dently appear by theſe Letiers to all others. But 
when he went about it in good earneſt, never man 
ſhow'd more of Honour and leſs of Intereſt, As 
his deſigns were not vulgar or ſordid, fo his Morals 
were pure, and his Maxims generous. How happy 


the Women, if ail Men wou'd court as he did! 


how much more happy the Men, wou'd the Wo- 
men like ſuch Courtſhip, and ſtrive to deſerve ſuch 
Love! To hear him deſcribe his own ill ſtate of 
Health (which he often delires may not be diſ- 
guis'd or conceal'd from the Lady) and how un- 
fit therefore he was in all re{pecis to be a Cour- 
tier, is pleaſant enough; but breathes ſuch an air 
of Honeſty as nothing can exceed, but the dire- 
ctions he gives his Friend, on what topicks to re- 
commend him. *"Twou'd be anticipating your 
plealure, to enter into particulars : but when vou 
read the Letters yourſelf, you'it readily own, that 
better cou'd not be written by any Fhiloſopher 


in his cloſet, purpolely for the promoting of 


moral Virtue. Theſe, on the contrary, are of 


much greater weight as being written extempre | 


about an actual traulacticn, with the utmoſt ſe- 


rioulnels WM 


ol 
ö 
k 75 


4 — F "4 "= n 
42 bye % fe #7 * 


S r 


Kt he 
** 


r 


8 . ODS, © V7 * 
r 1 N 
r 


« _ e = Cpt bs 
2 „ F * wet 2 
** 2 3 


„ 


* 3 nn wn _— 
| 199 Whew” 2 r rere 
48 7? + 2 «or: l 3 i x 
* 
Yak <> F * ny Y 
TEES Www 1 ET I Ee ae af - 


= 
q 8 4 m_ 2 
e 


The INTRO DUCT ION. xm 


riouſneſs and ſincerity. Wherefore I ſhou'd never 
pardon myſelf, cou'd any conſideration divert me 
from publiſhing them, for the good of the World: 
for the encouragement, I ſay, of ſuch as have vir- 
tuous and honourable Inclinations, and to kindle 
ſuch, if poſſible, in the breaſts of thoſe that are 
ſtrangers to them; eſpecially conſidering, that both 
gexes have ſince his time run into greater lengths 
of extravagant Liberties, than he cou'd foreſee or 
believe, as ill as he thought of many of em then. 
He did not live to fee Maſquerades, or the ancient 
Bacchanals reviv'd, nor to hear of promiſcuous 


Clubs, 


HE once ſuppos'd the late Lord Halifax was 
his Rival, as may be ſeen in the third Letter: and 
the delicacy of his ſentiments on this Occaſion, 
is of a piece with the general ſlream of his Morals; 
that is to ſay, what few men in the world wou'd 
act in the lame circumliances. The Character he 
gives of him is ſo handſom, that none of his pro- 
felt admirers cou'd mend it in thoſe reſpects: and 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, that the Earl of Halifax 
was a perſon of extraordinary talents and accom- 
pliſhments. His death was a ſenſible loſs to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty; and they, who knew him better than 
I, maintain it was no leſs a loſs to the whole King- 
dom: particularly, that no ſuch diforder cou'd have 
happen'd in our publick Credit and Finances as of 
late, had they been under his adminiſtration. But 
leaving theſe things to the conſideration of better 
Judges, and to return to the Lord Shaftesbury, the 
Lady's natural temper to whom he made his firſt 
addreſſes, which was eaſy, humble, averſe to viti- 
ous grandeur and a life of perpetual ſhow and hur- 
ry; together with a ſuitable Education given her by 
her Father, to whom ſhe was perfectly reſign'd, 
were the motives that determin'd his choice of her. 
He frequently expreſſes his ſorrow that ſhe was fo 
great a Fortune, which he ſuſpected might be an 
abltruciion on the Father's lide, who had no chil- 


dren beſides; or might be thought by other men, 


to 
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to be the prime motive of his Courtſhip. To ob- 
viate ſuch ſurmiſes, he frankly offers to take her 
with much leſs, or indeed with nothing, as having 
no need of any addition to his Eſtate: and 'tis cer- 
tain his want of Health, and the little likelyhood of 
his recovering it, his caſe ſeeming deſperate, was 
the main objection that ſway'd with the Father; 
who, after ſome ſhow and expreſſions of liking (for 
he truly honour'd his Virtue) went quite off, and 
wou d hear no more of the matter. When my 
Lord perceiv'd this, he diſplay'd his Philoſophy like 
a Hero, determining to marry elſewhere with the 
ſame good Qualities, and with little or no Fortune; 
in which reſolution his ever faithful Friend Mr. M. 

encourag'd and fortify'd him, beyond all others. In 
effect, he married with the ſucceſs he promis'd 
himſelf, his Lady, who ſurvives him, having all 
thoſe good Qualities he requir'd before-hand; the 
truth of which he allows himſelfin a particular Letter 
after their Marriage, and is further contirm'd in the 
account given of her by his conſtant Companion and 
Friend, Sir John Cropley, in two other Letters, 
which I have added to complete this whole ſcene. 
She made a very tender and. dutiful Wife to him 
while he liv'd, as he the beſt of Husbands: and 
now in her widowhood ſhe takes laudable care of 


the Education of their only Son, who reſembles the 


Father in the manlineſs of his perſon, and the 
ſprightlineſs of his genius, as much as a boy of 


9 or 10 years old can poſſibly do a perſon of full 
growth. 


TH US, Sir, have given you a diſtinct account 
of the two inſtances I promis d, and which are no 
leſs than eſſential to the right underſtanding of theſe 
Letters; whereof, like molt of thoſe he wrote, ſome 
are long, but none tedious. His corre{pondents al- 
ways thought 'em too ſhort: for he was not only 
full of his matter, but alſo fully maller of it. *T'was 
not his wont to write copies of his familiar Letters, 
and he ſeldom read them over. I heſe he never did, 
as in the eighth of them he tells his friend; tho?, 


for 
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for all that, they are not the leſs correct. Tis a 
great pity, that we have not the other part of the 
Correſpondence; I mean Mr. M's Letters, which by 
theſe appear to have been very conſiderable: but 
neither is it his cuſtom, to keep any copies of the 
Letters he writes to his Friends. But the main point 
is {till behind, I mean, the reaſon of thoſe repeated 
Complaints the Lord Shafzesbury makes againit ſome 
of his former Friends; whoſe defection from what 
they had hitherto profeſs'd, he often laments: and 
to what it is he alludes particularly in the fourth 
Letter, where he ſays to Mr. M. that the days are 
long fince paſt, — they two were treated as Jaco- 
bites by their eld acquaintance ; only for adhering to 
theſe Principles en which their Party was founded. 
Add to this the uncommon averſion (be it well 
grounded judgment or prejudice) he expreſſes ſome- 
times for the Court, a thing very extraordinary in a 
young Nobleman. A true Account of theſe things is 
very material,and I ſhall freely give it you; not only as 
neceliary to the forming a juſt conception of theſe 
Letters, but as it may ſerve in ſome ſort for your 
} own initruccion and future conduct: ſince, God be 
prais'd, you are deitin'd to another guiſe ſervice of 
= Country,than to lead your whole life in a Col- 
ege. Now, my Lord Shaftesbury, whoſe reaſon 
| was ſo clear, and heart ſo honeſt, whoſe notions of 
> Government were ſo juſt, and whoſe whole conduct 
Was ſo uniform, perceiving ſuch flagrant Corruption, 
after they got into places at Court, in perſons whom 
he admir'd before for {elf-denial and publick ſpirit, 
begun to be prejudic'd not a little againſt all Cour- 
tiers. He ſaw lo many of thoſe, who were zealous 
for the Rev lution, ſo much pervert the deſign of 

it, and ſo wilfully endeavouring to fruſtrate the chief 

ends of it; that he cou d attribute it to nothing but 

Court- influence, which at length turn'd his ſtomach 
at times againſt the Court itſelf. Obſerving withal 

the venality, rapaciouſneſs, and ſervile fawning of 

Others in benencial Foſts, it ſhock'd him ſo, that 
tho! it cou'd by no means put him out of conceit 
: with the Revolution (as being firmly perſuaded that 


all 
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all Communities have an indefeazable right of ſelf- 
preſervation againſt Tyranny, whether ſuch 'Tyran- 
ny were exercis'd by wrelting or annulling the Laws) 
yet it brought him to a hearty contempt and dete- 
lation of many Revolutioners, | 


THE principal heads which offended him, were 
their oppoſing the Bill for Trienuial Parliaments, 
that for regulating Tryals in caſes of High Treaſon, 
that for aſcertaining the Judge's Commiſſions and 
Salaries, that for qualifying ro Yu of Parliament 
by Eſtates in Lands,and by excluding them from Ofji- 
ces aud Penfins,that for reducing the Standing Firces, 
and ſome other Bills of the like nature, either ex- 
| plaining or reſtraining the Prerogative. The pre- 
| . , a # {\ 
tences of his old Friends, for the oppoſition they 
made to theſe no leſs wholeſome than neceſſary Laws, 
cou'd not but to one of his probity and penetration 
appear extreamly frivolous ; and therefore, as made 
| by men, who in other things were no tools, extream- i 
| ty knaviſh. The firſt of theſe pretences was, that 
the Tories were for all theſe things; to which he 
us d to anſwer, that he was glad they were for any 
good thing: and that in declaring for ſuch excellent 
things as theſe, they wou'd make amends tor all the | 
| bad things they had been promoting in ſormer reigns; 
! beſides that it was not impoſſible for Tories to turn 
Whigs, which he thought far more natural, than 
for Whigs to turn Tories. This gave birth to their {MW 
ſecond pretence, which was, that the Tories pro- 
| pos'd only their own ends in theſe points; as to ſe- 
! cure themſelves in their Plots by the . Bill, 
and to expole the King to an Invaſion by the Aim 
Bill. He as readilv anſwer'd, that the 7cries ought M 
as much to ſhare the benefit of good Laws, as the 
Whigs and that the event wou'd ſhow (as on the 
firſt occalton of the Aſlaſlinatiouplit it did) that 
ſew, if any, notoriouſly criminal cou'd eſcape by che 
help of that Bill, which was calculated to fave the i 
Innocent, and to favour ſuch as were but !iightly 
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engag'd, or wh: ſe Indiſcret ions might be malicioui:yÞ 
{tzerch'd to crimes of the higheſt nature» As to the ; 
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dishanding Bil; if a King of England is expos'd, ” 
without an Army in time of Peace and general Tran- [ 
quillity (which is to ſay, that he mult have perpe- | 
tual ſtanding Forces) God ſorbid, ſaid he, but ſuch a 1 
King ſhou'd be expos'd : for this is the very danger | 
we have ſo lately eſcap'd, and to avoid which we 1 
have brought about the Revolution. It were ridi- Þ 
culous to talk of Liberty or a Government of Laws, 1 
with a King or any other ſupreme Magiſtrate and 1 
an Army, at the head of it. This, this is the 'T'y- A 
ranny of all Tyrannies the molt terrible, or rather * 

# this is the only Tyranny ; ſince the ſubverſion of 
Religion and Liberty, of Law and Property, are but 
the unavoidable effects of it. All the other preten- 
ces of the Apoſtate-Whigs my Lord Shaftesbury an- 
8 ſ{wer'd with equal ſolidity: and really if the conſe- 
quences were not of a nature to cauſe the moſt ſe- 
rious Reflections, it would have made a man {mile 
at that time, to hear what aukward Apologies ſome 
Gentlemen made for themſelves; and to what 
" & wretched ſhifts they were driven, to find Argu- 
ments againſt thoſe things, which, in the reigris of 
= King Charles and King James, they were no leſs 
loudly than juſtly claiming as the legal Rights of 
Engliſhmen, and the natural Rights of all Mankind, 
= Nothing cou'd appear more monſtrous than this | 
conduct, except the part that ſome of the then Pa- | 
triots acted (ſuch is the frailty of Human Nature) 'J 
in the four laſt Years of the late Queen; which, 
without any exception, ſerves to verify this Obſer- 
= vation: That as Men and Words may change, but 
= Principles never; ſo the Actions of a Man are at all 4 
times a better rule by which to know his Principles, [ 
than ts Lis Projeſſon or Denomination. In one thing 
t however the Apoſtate, of both ſorts agreed, viz. to 1 
= lay all the Blame un the Prince; when, on the con- | 
& trary, Princes are generally brought into ſuch odi- 
© ous meaſures by evil Counſellors. to ſerve their own 
private views of Avarice, Ambition, or Revenge. 
4 ; The like conteſts that excellent Patriot had about 
the ſeveral /e/j-denying Bills (as they are commonly 
. | 6 call d) 
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1 * call'd).for limiting in the Lower Houſe, the number 
of perſons in Offices and receiving Penſions from 
the Crown: for it has always been, now is, and 
ever will be a ſelf- evident Maxim, rooted in the 
. minds of all good Engliſhmen, that the feuer Mem- 
| 


— — 


bers there are, who enjoy Places or Penſions ; the bei- 


ter *tis both for the Liberty of the People, and for 
the King's prerogative as well as reputation. 


| HE eaſily expos'd the poor evaſions of his ad- 
|, verſaries about ſuch other good Laws, as they were 
| then prepoſterouſly oppoſing. But in nothing did 
| he' more NiGorioully triumph over the ſophiſtry of 
l Courtiers and their underſtrappers, as in their ar- 
uments againſt frequent Parliaments, the moſt eſ- 
1 Fential part of our Conſtitution, and without which 
| all the other parts are inſignificant. The Senſe of 
| . the people, which is abſolutely requiſite in the paſ- 
ſing of new Laws, or repealing the old, cannot poſ- 
ſibly be otherwiſe known, than by giving them ſuch 
opportunities to declare it: nor, without frequent 
Elefions, can they ſhow their diſlike or approba- 
tion of the conduct of thoſe they choſe lait. A fre- 
uent Election, to ny it in a word, is the only ef- 
Lada remedy againſt every thing that may happen 
i amils in Parliaments, no leſs than in the other bran- 
ches of the Government. And this is ſo true, that 
[ none were ever known to plead for long Parlia- 
ments, or endeavour to procure them, but either 

| fuch Miniſters, who, conſcious of their own deme- 
| rits, wou d perpetuate the Parliament they had 
brib'd; or rather never ſummon any Parliament at 
| all, but ſet the King above the Laws, that they 
| might not be call'd to an Account for their Malad- 
L miniſtration : or elſe they were ſuch Members, as 
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intended to change the preſent Conſtitution into an 
1 Oligarchy or Anarchy, of which there remains an | a 
4 example no older than the time of our Fathers. On 
1 the other hand, there's nothing fo dutiful and obli- 
] ging, that may not be expected from the free Chuice 7 
| | 
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pf the People by a King (fuch as we find his preſent | 
moſt gracious Majeſty to be) wo maniſeſts, by the 1 
tenor of his Government. that he has no Intereſt 
ſeparate from theirs. I ſaid but juſt now, what I | 
believe few will diſpute, that a frequent Election i 
was the only remedy againſt all the mconveniences | 

[ 


that may happen by Parliaments themſelves ; as ſup- 
poſing, for example, that thro' any ſudden and ex- 
traordinary ferment of the People, work'd to the 
heighth by what provocations you pleaſe, there 1 
ſhou'd happen an Election not for the ſafety or ho- 1 
nour of the King : or that ſuch an Election ſhou'd q 
not happen for the good and benefit of the Coun- 4 
try, throꝰ the artifices of a deſigning Prince and his = 
Miniſters; will you not immediately own, that the 0 
ſooner we get rid of ſuch a Houſe of Comm ns, the . 
better ? They are not any Votes of their own, that | 
can ever beget an advantageous opinion of ſuch in - 
the minds of thoſe impartial people, who will judge © | 
of them by their publick Works, and not by any Mm 
political Faith, they may particularly profeſs. This þ 
both the Wpyigs and Tories have often experienc'd. "i 
But what do talk of brib'd and pack d Parliaments ? q 
'The very beſt, the moſt freely elected you can ima- | 
gine, if continu'd too long, grows as it were ſtag- | | 
nant, and falls by degrees into ſuch corruptions, as , 
they wou'd have abhorr'd at the beginning. There's | 

; 


Time requir'd to work em out of the plainneſs or 
ſhame, they brought with them out of the Coun- 
try: and in ſuch Time they fall unavoidably into 
cabals and factions, evil Miniſters, or trafficking Lea- 1 
ders of parties, finding a thouſand ways to gain them | 
over, to promote and approve their worſt acts. Yet , 
having once loſt their Innocence, it often happens 1 
that they turn upon their Maſters, who are not al- 
ways able to bribe faſt enough: for ſuch as have not 
been brib'd from the beginning, finding out the ſe- 
cret one way or other, will think themſelves neg- ? 
lected, if not brib'd for the future ; and all of them 

will be ſeverally brib'd for every job, when they 
come to diſcover in what need ſuch Miniſters or 
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Leaders ſtand of their Votes. Some northwards of 
Trent and Tweed throve admirably by this trade, to- 
wards the latter end of the late Q's reign. Tis poſſible 
however, that people of this kidney may abandon 
their Maſters to the juſt reſentments of an injur'd 
Nation, in order to make fair weather for them- 
ſelves ; when either their Fund is drain'd, or that 
the falling of the Prince into better hands, progno- 
ſticates a new Election. Thus it happens with cor- 
rupt Miniſters and mercenary Members of Parlia- 
ment, and very oſten worſe, tho* never fo ill as they 
deſerve. My Lord Shaftesbrry, whoſe Arguments 
I have ſummarily given you, was the more ſollici- 
tous in this Aftair of frequent Parliaments, as being 
fully perſuaded of the truth of the old Engliſh 
Axiom, that we can never be hurt but by a Parlia- 
ment. I hope it will not be needful at this time o 
day, and in this reign —— founded on the Bill 
of Rights, to anſwer the cavils of ſuch, who were 
formerly againſt frequent Parliaments, as expenſive 
and tumultuous, or on ſome ſuch {light pretence ; 
when the true reaſon at the bottom was, that they 
were afraid they ſhou'd not themſelves be choſen 
again, and ſo might fail of the comfortable doals 
they us'd-to receive, or that they might perhaps be 
call d in queſtion for their paſt actions: 'The few 
Miſers of all ſides, who, merely to fave charges, 
pleaded for a long Parliament (for they durſt not 
own a ſtanding Parliament no more than a /tanding 
Army) are not worth bringing to account. But tho 
what I cou'd ſay on this Subject wou'd at all times 
be of general Inſtruction, and of Benefit to you in 
particular; yet, conſidering that the preſent Parlia- 
ment is near expiring, I ſhall add no more: leſt I 
ſhou'd be maliciouſly ſuppos d to ſuſpect, there 


were any deligns of continuing it, or that any of its 
Members were under the apprehenſions I have been 


deſcribing. ] am far from ſuch views. They know 
themſelves better, and their Country has had time 
enough to know them thoroughly. ? 0 
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HOWEVER, having mention'd a neu Ele- 
5 tion, and that it is more than probable there may 
be one, by that time you leave the Univerſity, you 
can never be too diligent in cautioning and inſſuen- 
cing your Tenants, againſt giving their Votes either 
in your County , or in that large Burough neat 
f which you live, for any unreaſonable Gainer or 
þ Spender (any man known or ſuſpected to be gi- 
J ven to Bribery) no more than you wou'd for the 
4 known or ſulveRed enemies of his preſent Maje- 
ſty's Title and Family, in defence of which I am 
certain you wou'd ſpend your deareſt Blood. BRI- 
BERY as it is the ſhorteſt, fo it is the ſureſt 
= to deſtroy a Nation ; by corrupting and im- 

in 


ons and Principles. England has had experience 
enough in the days of Vore, of what ſuch Men 
have done; and may therefore eaſily conclude, 
what ſuch Men will do hereafter. But, as I told 
you before, that a Parliament in the Lord Shaftes- 
ury's time, was miſerably tainted with this vice; 
ſo I cannot better deſcribe to you the miſchie- 
vous conſequences of that or any the like future 
Parliament , than in the words of a Pamphlet 
which was printed in the Year 1698, with his 
Lordſhip's privity, and which you'll find in the 
ſecond Volume of the laſt ſet of State Trafts. 
It is intitul'd the Danger of Mercenary Parlia- 
ments. It looks too much like a jeſt (ſays that Au- 
thor) to ask any one in his Wits, whether a Par- 
liament fill d with." Deliquents will ever call them- 
grow to 7 1 C j - Ny account won 
= be given, if they ſhud: her an Aſſembly of 
1 Publick Robbers will ſentence one _—_ * Z 
. puniſh'd,. or to make reſtitution? Whether it is 


= poſſible our Grievances can be redreſſed, that are 


i } committed by Per ſons from whom there is no J igl- 
er power to appeal? Whether there is any hopes 
F e, where the Malefattors are the Judges? 
1 


2 


get her his Majeſty can be rightly imſum' d, in 
> 71 . Mair: 


g men's Spirits, by perverting all their Noti- 
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affairs relating to the Publick, when they are re- 


reſented to him owly by ſuch Perſons, who defign 
a; abuſe him Whether the publick Accounts will 


| te faithfully. injpeited by thoſe, who embexle our 


wey to their own uſe? Whether the King's 
Prerogative can be lawfully maintain by ſuch, 
avho only pervert it to their own fer ends 
and purpoſes * Whether a Parliament cun be a 
true Balance, where all the weight lies only in 
one Scale? Or laſtly, whether a Houſe of Com- 
ons can Vote freely, who are either prepoſſeſt 
with the hopes and promiſes of enjoying Places 
and Penſiunt, or the Slaviſh fears of loofing them? 
There is no preſent fear of ſuch a Parliament, 
you'll fay ; and ſuppoſe I grant it, yet one of 
our years may live long enough, to ſee a Par- 
— ent as bad, or to be in danger of having 
ſuch : for what has formerly been, may be again. 
Nor can the ſubjects of a free Government be 
ever too much upon their guard againſt all per- 
ſons and things, that may be likely to impair 
their Wealth, or abridge, much more abrogate 


their Liberties. Even the repeated experience of 


Probity and Patriotiſm, is not always a ſure 
fence againſt ſubſequent Depeneracy. Such in- 
ftences of the frailty of Human Nature (ſays the 
fame Author) may be given within theſe few 
Tears paſt, as might make any Man even aſham'd 
of his own Species; and which, were they not ſo 
open and notorious, ought out of pity to Mankind, 
10 be buried in perpetual ſilence. Who can enough 
lament the wretched Degeneracy of the age we 


| five in? To ſes perſons, who were formerly noted 


For the moſt vigorous aſſertors of their Countries 
Liberty, who from their infancy had imbib'd no 
other Notions, than what conduc d to the publick 
Safety; whoſe Principles were further improv'd 
and confirm d by the advantages of a ſuitable Con- 
werſation; and who were ſo 5 piſſeſ d with this 
ſpirit of Liberty, that it ſometimes tranſported 


them beyond the bounds of Moderaticn, even to 


unwar- 
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unwarrantable Exceſſes: to ſee theſe men, I ſay, 
Jo infamouſty fall in with the arbitrary Meaſures 
of the Conrt, and 7 1 the moſt active inſtru- 
ments of enſlaving their Country (and that with. 
out any formal ſteps or degrees, but all in au in- 
ftant) ir ſo violent and furpriſmg a tranſition from 
one extream tv another, without paſſing the mean, 
as wou'd have confounded the imagination of ei- 
ther Euclid or Pyrrho. This paſſionate Exclama- 
tion was chiefly occaſion'd by ſeveral of the Lord 
Shaftesbury's, and that Gentleman's friends, co- 
ming into the project of keeping up a e 
Army, after King William had concluded a Peace 
with France, and that he was not at War with 
any ſtate or potentate on Earth: a Capital point 
indeed, and what no true Engliſhman will ever 
come into; no not under the belt of Kings 
(who cannot ſtand in need of being attended 
with ſuch terror to his Subjects ) leſt bad Princes 
ſhou'd expect the like complaifance, to the en- 
Laving or deſtroying of them. You mult not 
wonder at this diſtruſt of King Milliam, whole 
Miniſters wou'd have been content at that time 
with ten thouſand men, and who, himſelf was 
the leaſt of all men to be ſuſpected of harbour- 
ing any deſigns againſt that Liberty, he ſo ge- 
nerally came to retrieve: for ſhou'd a true Pa- 
triot ſee the archangel Michael (a great Prince, 
Dan. 12. 1.) deſcend from Heaven at noon-day, 
and yet receiving advice from mortal Miniſters, he 
ought not to truſt him in the of Peace with a 
ſtanding Army, nor at any time with any thing 
above the Laws; Jeſt his Heart ſhould be lifted up 
Fo uſe the Jewiſh phraſe of Kings) and that he 


the Law | to the right hand or to the left, Deut. 19. 
20. or leſt his Counſellors might tempt him to be 
arbitrary; not to procure him Power, but to 
themſelves Impunity. For all the great Learning 
of your old Tutor, he can never ſhow you out 
of the holy Scriptures, that other Angels may not 
tall as well as Lucifer. 
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— — 


— — — oo 


axle "The INTRO DUCTION, | 


coup not anſwer it, Sir, to the promiſe i 
tunity's to inſtill into you the love of your oun- 
try, and to mark out for your obſervation what- 
ever pieces might contribute to cheriſh the pub- 


made your worthy Father, of taking all 2 


lick Spirit you inherit from your Family: if, on 
occaſion of publiſhing theſe remains of his dear 


Friend, I did not oblige you to a more careful 
peruſal of them, by finding this Introduction ad- 
dreſs'd to yourſelf, from one ſo ſincerely devoted 
to your Service, as is | 
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FROM THE 


RIGHT HonouraBLE 


Earl of Shaftesbury. 


„LRT NIN 


Dear S IR, 


Cbelſey, Sept. 30. 1706. 
WO reaſons have made me de- 
lay anſwering yours: I was in 
hopes of ſeeing our great Lord, 
and I depended on Mr. Mick- 
letbwayt's preſenting you with 
my ſervices, and informing you 
of all matters publick and pri- 
vate. The Queen is bur juſt 
come ro Kenſington, and my Lord to Town, He 


e Earl of Godolphin, then Lord Treaſurer. 
(+ 0 ' - © promis'd 
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. . "I fend me >. Ms 2 appoint me a time, 
de came. But 1 ſhou'd have prevenred him, 
© had it been my weather for Towa-viſits. But ha- 
" ving ow'd the recovery of my health, to the me- 
' thod 1 have taken of avoiding the Town-ſmoke-z I 
| am kept at a diſtance, and like to be remov'd — 
YH | from hence in a little while : tho! I have a project 
= - of ſtaying longer here than my uſual time, by ge- 
is moving now and then croſs the water, to my friend 
Hi Sir Fobn Cropley's | in Surrey, where my riding and 
_ airing recruits me. I am highly rejole'd, as you 
. may believe, that I can find my ſelf able to do a 
1 Urte more publick ſervice, than whe of late years 
ll n I have been conſin d to, in my Country: and I own 
4: 


2» 


the circumſtances of a Court were never ſo i inviting 

to me, as they have been ſince a late view I have 

ll had of the beſt part of our Miniſtry, It may per- 
1 haps have added more of confidence and forward- 

| neſs in my way of Courtſhip, to be ſo incapacitated 
as I am from raking any thing there for my ſelf. 

= Bur I hope I may convince ſome perſons, thar' ir is 
[1 poſſible ro ſerve diſintereſtedly; and that obliga- 
| tions already receiv'd (tho' on the account of others) 


5 — able to bind as ſtrongly, as the ties of ſelf. inte- 
; reſt. 


I HAD reſolv'd to ftay, till I had one confe- 
4 rence more with our * Lord before I writ to you : 
| bur a Letter, which I have this moment receiv'd 
| from Mr. Micklethways, on his having waired on you 
. in the Country, has made me reſolve to write thus 
| haſtily (without miſſing to night s poſt) to acknow- 
1 ledge. in the friendlieſt and free ſt manner, the kind 
bl and friendly part you have taken in my private In- 
' rereſts. If I have ever endur'd any thing for the 
publick, or ſacrific d any of my Yourh, or Plea- 
1 ſures, or Intereſts to ir, I find it is made up to me 
= in the good opinion of ſome few : and perhaps one 
1 ſuch Friendſhip as yours, may counter-balance all 


— —c_—  _— 


p 5 * The ſame. 


the 


__ 


«as . 3 F g 
9 CE 4 * ** — : 
* . 1 
1 4 — 4 
I 2 . o l 4. T v 
BY — 2 27 
» *- * bs 
* 1 * 5 % 


FER OF 
the malice of my worſt Enemies. Fis true, win | 
I once told you I had getermin d wich my (elf, ne- 
ver to think of the continuance of a Family, or 
altering the condition of Life that was mothagree- 
able to me, whilſt 1 had (as I thought) a * juſt ex- 
cuſe: but chat of late I had yielded to my friends, 
and allow d em to diſpoſe of me, if they thought that 
by this means, I cou'd add any thing to the power 
or intereſt I had, to ſerve them or my Country. 1 
was afraid however, that I-ſhou'd be ſo heavy and 
unactive in this affair, that my Friends wou d hard- 
ly rake me to be in earneſt, But tho it be ſo late- 
ly, that I have taken my reſolution, and that you 
were one of the firſt who knew it; I have on a 
ſudden ſuch an Affair thrown a-croſs me, that I am 
confident I have zeal enough rais d in me, to hindec 
you from doubting whether I ſincerely intend what 
I profeſs. There is a Lady, whom chance has 
thrown into my neighbourhood,and whom I never ſaw 
till che Sunday before laſt, who is in every reſpect 
that very perſon, I had ever fram d a picture of from 
my imagination, when I wiſh'd the beſt for my own 
happineſs in ſuch a circumftance. I had heard her 
Character before, and her Education, and every 
Circumſtance beſides ſuired exactly, all but her 
Fortune. Had ſhe bur a ten thouſand Pounds, my 
modeſty wou'd allow me to apply without reſerve, 
where it was proper. And I wou'd it were in my 
power, without injury to the Lady, to have her up- 
on thoſe terms, or lower. I flatter my ſelf too by 
all appearance, that the Father has long had, and yer 
rerains,ſome regard for me; and that the Diſappoint- 
meats he has had in ſome higher Friendſhips, may | 
make him look as low as on me, and imagine me L 
nor wholly unworthy of his Relation. Bur, if by ; 
any Intereſt I had, or cou d poſſibly make with the 
Father, I ſnou d induce him to beſtow his Daughter, 
perhaps with much leſs Fortune (ſince I wou d glad- 
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1 Meaning, be fore * Brother had diſoblig'd bim. 
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1 Jy arceprher ſo) than What in other pla 8 
| doe beftow's, Pihall draw a double manrunc: 
W mms Lady; uniefs ſhe has goodneſs Eno e think, 
. that _ who feeks'her- he ws berter 
—_— * than a Fortune, 'may-pefibly by ki worth or vir- 
| _  _ ne make I bor 
' Incourag'd ro hope or fabey this, I wou begin my 
den de morrowg- and” thou'd” have” grearertopes, 
3 that my dignereſtedneſs won'd be of foe ſer vice 
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A -» YOU feemy fcruple, and being us d ro me, and 
knowing my odd temper (for 1 well know you be- 


5 lieveirmo affetation) you may be able to relieve 
= me, and have the means in your hands: for a few 
| ' words wich ones Who has the honour to be your 
| 388 - Relation, wou id refolve me in this affair: I cannor 
3 ftir in it till chen, and ſhould be more afraid of my 
pPpoocd fortune than my bad, if irſhou'd happen to me 
EE t prevail with a Father, for whom the Lady has ſo 
* true a duty; that, even againſt her inclination, ſhe. 


g 
I} 
_ 2 
ä y with any thing requir d. I am afraid 
j — ir will be impoſſible for you to read, or make Sens 
| , bar 1 writ chus haſtily: bur 1 fancy with my | 
. 45 ſelf, I make you the greater confidence, in truſting 
a to my humour and firſt thought, without ſtaying till 
1 I have fo much us form'd à reflection. I am fare 
"7H rhere is hardly any one beſides" you, I ſhon d ax 
We: | myſelf thus open to:? but I amy ſecure in your friend- B 
| | _ ſhip; which I rely on (for advice) in this affair. *T | Bt 
dez do hear from;you in anſwer by the firſt poſt, be: BY 
| jog wirh en, — 15 4 1 p (84 . * W. ; | . 5 
dur faithful l.. 
#4 oe: > "SHAFTESBURY: MW 
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F Dear S IR,  Beachwortb in Surrey, Oc. 18. 1908; | 
RO M the bour I had wrir you that hafty Ler- | | 
ter from Cbelſey, I was in pain till I bad heard : i 
from you; and cou d not bur often wiſn, I had nor i 
writ in that hurry and confuſion. But ſinee I have | 
receiv'd yours in anſwer, I have all the Satisfaction : 


imaginable. I ſee ſo ſincere a return of Friendfliip; | 
that it cannot any more concern me to have 5 ; 
my ſelf ſo open. LE e e be A 


- I WOU'D have a Friend ſee me at the worſt : | 

and tts a Satisfaction to find, that if one's failures or 4 
weakneſſes were greater than really they are, one | 
ſnou d ſtill be cherifh'd, and be ſupply'd* even with q 
good Sentiments and Diſcretion, when they were 4 
wanting. One thing only I beg you wou'd take no- -wi 
rice of, chat I had never any thoughts of applying | 
ro the young Lady, before I apply'd to the Father: 4 
My Morals are a little roo ſtrict to let me have - | 
taken ſuch an advantage, had ir been ever ſo fair- 1 
ly offer d. Bur my drift was, ro learn whether there A 
had been an inclination to any one before me: for 445 
many offers had been, and ſome I know very grear, * | 


within theſe few Months. And rho! the duty '6f 

the Daughter might have acquieſt'd in the diſlike'of - 
the Father, ſo as not to ſhew any diſcomtent 3 yer there | 
might be ſomerhing of this lying ar the heart, and + mn 
fo ſtrongly, that my application and ſucceſs (if I had e | 
any) might be look'd on with an il! eye, and caufe 
a real trouble. This wou d have caus'd ir, I am ſure, 
in me; when I ſhon'd have come, perhaps too late, 
to have diſcover d it. Bur there is nothing of chis 
in the caſe, by all that I can judge or learn, Ne- 
ver did I hear of a creature fo perfectly reſigu d to 


duty, ſo innocent in her ſelf, and ſo contented under E 6 | 
rhoſe means, which have kept and ſtill keep ber ſo in- | _ 
Noce gti as ro the vanities and vices of the world; tho 


with. | 
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with real good parts, and improvement of 'em 
at home: for of this my Lord has wiſely and hand- 
ſomely taken care. Never was any thing ſo unfor- 
tunate for me, as that ſhe ſhould be ſuch a fortune: 
for that I know is what every body will like, and 1 
perhaps have the worſt reliſh of, and leaſt deſerve. 
The other Qualicies I ſhou'd prize more than any; 
and the generality of mankind, inftead of prizing, 
would be apt to contemn : for want of Air, and Hu- 
mour, and the Wir of general Converſation, and 
the Knowledge of the Town, and Faſhions, and Di- 
verſions, are unpardonable dullnefſes in young 
wives; Who are taken more as Companions of Plea- 
ſure, and ro be ſhewn abroad as Beauties in the 
world, than to raiſe Families, and ſupport the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of thoſe they are join d to. 


BU T to ſhow you that I am not wanting to my 
ſelf, ſince your incouraging and adviſing Letter, I 
have begun my application, by what you well call 
®* the right end. You ſhall hear with what ſucceſs, 
as ſoon as I know my ſelf, I cou'd both be bolder 
and abler in the management of the affair, and cou'd 
promiſe my ſelf ſure ſucceſs, had I bur a Conſtitution 
that wou'd let me act for my ſelf ; and buſtle in and 
about that Town, which, by this winter-ſeaſon com- 
ing on ſo fiercely, is by this time in ſuch a cloud of 
ſmoke, that I can neithes be in it, nor near it. I 
ſtay d but a day or two too long at Cbelſey, after 
the ſetting in of theſe Eaſt and North-eaſt winds, 
and I had like to have fallen into one of my ſhore 
breathing firs, which would have ruin'd me. But 
by flying bither and keeping my diſtance, I keep my 
health: but (I may well fear) ſhall looſe my Mi- 
ſtreſs. For who ever courted at this rate? Did mat- 
ters lie ſo as to the Fortune, that I cou'd be the ob- 
liging ſide, it might go on with tolerable grace: 
and fo I fear it muſt be, whenever I marry, or elſe am 
like to remain a Batchelor. 
———————— 


de Father, K ow 
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HOWEVER, you can never any more arraign 
my Morals after this. You can never charge me, 
as you have done, for a remiſſneſs, and lazineſs, or an 
indulgence to my own ways, and love of retirement 
which (as you thought) might have made me averſe 
ro undertake the part of Wife and Children, tho 
my Country or Friends ever ſo much requir'd it of 
me. Lou ſee it will not be my fault: and you ſhall 
find I will not act booty for my ſelf. If I have any 
kind of ſucceſs at this right end, I will then beg to 
uſe the favour of your Intereſt in your Coufin, as I ſhall 14 
then mention to you: but inſtead of ſetting me off ix 
for other things, I won'd moſt earneſtly beg that | 
you wou'd ſpeak only of your long and thorough 
Knowledge of me, and (if you think ir true) of my 
good Temper, Honeſty, Love of my Relations and 
Country, Sobriery, and Virtue. For theſe I hope I 
may ſtand to, as far as I am poſſeſsd of em. They 
will not, I hope, grow worſe as I grow older. For 
tho I can promiſe little of my Regimen, by which I 
hold my health; I am perſuaded to think no Vices 
will grow upon me, as I manage my ſelf : for in 
this I have been ever ſincere, to make my ſelf 


as good as I was able, and to live for no other 
end. 


| 
; 


I AM aſham'd to have writ ſuch a long Let- 
ter, all about my ſelf, as if I had no concern for 
the Publick : tho' I may truly ſay to you; 
if I had nor the Publick in view, I ſhou'd hard- 
ly have theſe thoughts of changing my condi- 
tion at this time of day, that I can better in- 
dulge my ſelf in the eaſe of a fingle and pri- | 
vate life. The Weather, which is ſo unfortu- i 
nate for me by theſe ſertled Eaſtwinds, keeps il 

the country dry; and if they are the (ame (as 
is likely) in Flanders, I hope e'er this Liſte, is 


ours, which has coſt us ſo dear, and held us in ſuck 
terrible anxiery, | 


1 HAVE 
Y 6 
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1 HAVE been to ſee Lord Treaſurer that 
move while he was in Town, but con'd not find 

im. 8 l 3 


PRAY let me hear in your next, what time 
you think of coming up. I ſhall be glad ro hear 

| ſoon from you again, wiſhing you delight and good 
ſucceſs in your country affairs, and all happineſs 


aud proſperity to your Family. I remain, 
: Dear SIX, ; 
8 | Tour obliged Friend and y | 
faithful bumble Servant, q 
if $ir John Cropley; with on 
10 whom I am bere, pre- SHAFTESBURY, 
| 40 you. ö 
ul 4 
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If Dear Sir, | Beachworth in Surrey, O8. 23. 1708. 
. Vo gueſs'd right as to the Winds, which are 
i A 7 ſtill eaſterly, and keep me here in winter. quar- 
its ters, from all publick and private Affairs. 1 have nei- 
bl: ther ſeen Lord Treaſurer, nor been ar Chelſe to pro- 


ſecure my own affair: tho' as for this latter, as great 
as my zeal is, I am forc'd to a ſtand. I was before- 
hand told, that as to the Lord, he was in ſome mea- 
ſure ingag d; and the return I had from him, on my 


Wu. 2 1 — | 
0 | | From Edlington, « Seat the Lord MOLESWORTH 
. 5 * Das in Yorkſhire. | 

1 F He bad a pretty Retreat at Little Chelſey, which 
* be fitted up according to his own Fancy. 4 
| a. appli- 
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application, ſeem'd to imply as much. On the othet 
de, T have had reaſon to hope, that the Lady, who 
ad before bemoan'd her ſelf for being deſtin'd to 
Greatneſs without Virtue, had yer her choice to 
make; aud, after her eſcapes, ſought for nothing ſo 
much, as ſobriery and a ftrict virtuous character. 
How much more till this adds ro my zeal, you may 
believe: and by all hands I have receiv d the higheſt 
character of your Relation, who ſeems to have in- 
ſpired her with theſe and other good ſentiments, ſo 
rare in her ſex and degree. My misfortune is, I 
have no friend in the world by whom I can in the 
leaſt ingage, or have acceſs to your Relation, bur 
only by your ſelf: and I have no hopes of ſeeing 
you ſoon, or of your having any opportunity to 
ſpeak of me to her. If a Letter coud be proper, 

I ſhou'd fancy ir more ſo at this time than any other: 
provided you wou'd found ir on the common Re- 
port which is abroad, of my being in treaty for 
that Lady. This might give you an occaſion of 
ſpeaking of me as to that part, which few beſides 
can know ſo well, I mean my Heart: which, if ſhe 
be ſuch as really all people allow, will not diſpleaſe 
her to hear ſo well of, as, perhaps in Friendſhip and 
from old Acquaintance, you may repreſent, If the 
Perſon talk'd of be really my Rival, and in favour 
with the Father, I muſt own my caſe is next to de- 
ſperate; not only becauſe I truly think him, as the 
world goes, likely enough to make a good (ar leaſt 
a civil) Husband : bur becauſe as my aim is not For- . 
tune, and his is, he being an old friend too, I ſnou d | 
unwillingly ſtand between him and an Eſtate; which | | 
| 


" * 
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his Liberality has hitherto hinder'd him from gain- 
ing, as great as his advantages have been hitherto in 
the Government. By what I have ſaid, I believe 
you may gueſs who * my ſuppos d Rival is: or if 
you want a farther hint, tis one of rhe chief of the 
Junto, an old friend of yours and mine, whom we 
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_ ® Charles Montague, late Earl of Hallifax. 
: C long 
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long fat with in the Houſe of Commons (not often 
voted with) but who was afterwards raken up to a 
higher Houſe ; and is as much nored for Wir, and 
Gallantry, and Magnificence, as for his Eloquence 
and Courrtier's character. But whether this be ſo 
ſaired ro this meek good Lady's happineſs, I know 
not. Fear of partiality and (elf-love makes me nor 
dare determine; but rather miſtruſt my ſelf, and 
turn the balance againſt me. Pray keep this ſecrer, 
for I got it by chance: and if there be any ching in 
ir, tis a great ſecret between the two Lords them- 
ſelves. But ſometimes I fancy it is a nail, which 
will hardly go: tho I am pretty certain, it has 
been aim d at by this old acquaintance of ours, ever 
fince a diſappointment bappen'd from a great Lord 
beyond ſea, who was to have had the Lady. 


NOTHING but the fincere friendſhip you 
ſhow for me, con'd make me to continue thus to 
impart my privateſt affairs: and in reality, tho' they 
ſeem wholly private and ſelfiſh, I will not be a- 
ſham'd ro own the honeſty of my heart to you; in 

ofefling that the Publick bas much rhe greateſt part 
85 all this buſtle, I am ingaging in. You have lately 
made me believe, and even prov d too by experi- 
ence, that I had ſome Intereſt in the World; and 
there, where I leaſt dream't of it, with great Men in 
Power, I had always ſomething of an Inrereft in my 
Country, and with the plain honeſt people: and 
ſomerimes I have experienced both here at home, 
and abroad, where I have long liv'd, and made ac- 
quaintance (in Holland eſpecially) that with a plain 
character of Honeſty and Diſintereſtedneſs, I have 
onſo me occaſions, and in dangerous urgent times 
of the Publick, been able ro do ſame good, If the 
Increaſe of my Fortune be the leaſt motive in this 
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ONE who has little notion of Magnificence, and 
leſs of Pleaſure and Luxury, has not that need of 
Riches which others have. And one who prefers 
Tranquility, and a little Study, and a few Friends, 
to all other advantages of life, and all the flatteries 
of Ambition and Fame, is nor like ro be naturally ſo 
very fond of ingaging in the circumſtances of mar- 
riage. I do not go ſwimmingly to it, I aſſure you: 
nor is the great Fortune a great bait, Sorry I am, 
that no body with a leſs Fortune, or more Daugh- 
ters, has had the wit to order ſuch an Education. A 
very moderate Fortune had ſerv'd my turn; or per- 
haps Quality alone, to have a little juſtify'd me, and 
kept me in countenance, had I choſe ſo humbly. 
But now that which is rich Oar, and wou'd have 
been the moſt eſtimable had it been beſtow'd on me, 
will be mere droſs, and flang away on orhers ; who 
will piry and deſpiſe rhoſe very advantages, which I 
prize ſo much. Bur this is one of the common 
places of Exclamation, againſt the diſtribution of 
things in this world: and, upon my word, whos 
ever brought up the Proverb, tis no advantageons 

one for a Providence to ſay, Matches are made in 
Heaven. I believe rather in Laer of Providence; 

thar there is nothing which is ſo merely Fortune, 
and more committed to the power of blind chance. 
So I muſt be contented, and repine the leſs at my 
lor, if I am diſappointed in ſuch an affair. If 1 
ſatisfy my friends that J am not wanting to my ſelf, 
it's ſufficient. I am ſure you know ir, by the ſound 
+ ki of all this trouble I have given, and am 
ſtill like ro give you. Tho' I confeſs my ſelf, yer 
even in this roo I do bur anſwer Friendſhip, as be- 
ing ſo ſincerely and affectionaetly 


Tour moſt faithful Friend 


and bumble Servant, 


SHAFTESBURY: 


written in bis Favour, 


oy 
LELTER IV. 


Dear SIR, Beachworth, Nov: 4. 1708. 


WAS at Cbelſe when I receiv'd yours with the 

_ inclosd, and was ſo buſy'd in the Employment 
you had given me, by your encouragement and kind 
aſſiſtance in a certain affair, that J have let paſs two 
poſts without returning you thanks, for the greateſt 
marks af your Friendſhip, that any one can poſſibly 
receive. Indeed I might well be aſham'd to receive 


em in one ſenſe; ſince the * character you have 


given of me, is fo far beyond what I dare think 
ſuitable: tho in theſe caſes, one may better perhaps 

give way to Vanity than in any other. But tho 
Friendſhip has made you over favourable, there is 

one truth however, which your Letter plainly car- 

ries with it, and muſt do me ſervice. It ſnows that 5 
I have a real and paſſionate Friend in you : and to 
have deſerv'd ſuch a Friendſhip, muſt be believ'd 
ſome ſort of merit. I don't ſay this as aiming at a 
a fine ſpeech: but in reality, where one ſees fo | 
little Friendſhip, and of ſo ſhorr continuance, 'as 1 
commonly in Mankind; it muſt be, one wou'd 
think, even in the Sex's eye, a pledge of Conſtancy, 
Fidelity, and other Merit, ro have been able to en- 

gage and preſerve ſo laſting and firm a Friendſhip 

with a Man of worth. So that you ſee, I can find a 

way to reconcile my ſelf to all you have ſaid in fa- 

vour of me, allowing it to have been ſpoken in 
paſſion ; and in this reſpect the more engaging with 

the Sex; who are as good or better judges than we 

our ſelves, of the finceriry of affection. 


f This relates to @ Letter the Lord Moleſworth bad 
BUT 
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BUT in che midſt of my Courtſhip came an 
Eaſt wind, and with the Town-ſmoke did my bu- 
fineſs; or at leaſt wou'd have done ir effectually, had 
I not fled hither with what breath I had left. Indeed 
I cou'd have almoſt laugh'd at my own misfortune 2: 
there is ſomerhing ſo odd in my Fortune and Con- 
ſtirurion. You may think me melancholy, if you 
will, I own there was a time in publick affairs 


when J really. was: for, ſaving your ſelf, and perhaps 


one or two more (I ſpeak the moſt) I had none that 
acted with me, againſt the injuſtice and corruption 
of both parties: each of them enflam'd againſt me, 


particularly one, becauſe of my birth and princi- 
ples; the other, becauſe of my pretended Apoſtacy, 


which was only adhering ro thoſe principles on 
which their party was founded, There have been 
Apoſtates indeed fince that time. But the days are 
long fince paſt, that you and I were treated as 
* Facobites, What to ſay for ſome companions of 
ours, as they are now t chang'd, I know not: but as 
to my own particular, I aſſure you, that fince thoſe 
ſad days of the Publick, which might have help'd 
on perhaps with that melancholly or ſpleen which 
you fear in me, and for certain have help'd me to 
this ill tate of health, I am now however, as free 
as poſſible; and even in reſpect to my health too, 
excepting only the Air of London, I am, humanly 
ſpeaking, very paſſable : bur gallantly ſpeaking, 
and as a courrier of the fair Sex, God knows I may 
be very far from paſſing; and I have that ſort of 


— 


* The truly apoſtate Whigs, who became ſervile and 
arbitrary to pleaſe court Empirics, branded all thoſe 
as Jacobites, who adber'd to thoſe very principles, that 
occafion'd and juſtify'd the Revolution. 

T Here be means ſome who voted with bim in bis 
favorite Bills, and who were originally Whigs ; but, out 
of pique and diſappointment, became if not real Jacobites 
( which was jcarse poſſible) yet in effect as bad, by 
promoting all the deſigns peculiar te that deſperate 


par. 
ſub 


1 
| 


4: 
bl 
At 


( 14 ) 

ftubbornneſs and wilfulneſs (if that be ſpleen) that 
I canriot bear to fer a better face on the matter, than 
it deſerves; ſo I am like to be an ill Courtier, for 
the ſame reaſon that I am an ill Jockey. It is im- 
poſſible for me, ro conceal my horſe's imperfections 
or my own, where I mean ro diſpoſe of eirher. I 
think it unfair: ſo that cou'd any Quack, by a pe- 
culiar medicine, ſer me up for a month or two, 
enough to go through with my Courtſhip ; I wou'd 
not accept his offer, unleſs I cou'd miraculouſly be 
made whole. Now for a Country health and a Town 
neighbourhood, I am found and well: bur for a 
Town life, whether ir be for bufineſs or diverſion, 
tis out of my compaſs. | 

I SAY all this; that yon may know my true 
Rate, and how deſperare a man you ſerve, and in 
how deſperate a caſe. Shou'd any thing come of it. 
the Friendſhip will appear the greater : or if nothing, 
the Friendſhip will appear rhe ſame ſtill, as to 
me my ſelf. Your Letter was deliver d: I hope 
you will hear ſoon in anſwer to ir. The old Lord 
continues wonderful kind to me, and I hear has 
lately ſpoken of me ſo to others. Our publick af- 
fairs at home will be much chang d, by the late 
death of the F Prince. Bur I have been able to ſee 
no body: ſo won't attempt to write, and will end 
here with rhe aſſurance of my being, 


Dear SIR, 
Tour moſt obliged and 
faithful Friend and Servant, 


_ 


SHAFTESBURY. 


| z 


me Prince of Denmark. 
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Lk T TER V. 


Dear 8 1 . Chelſey, Nov. 20. 1708: 


1 CAME hither from Surrey but Yeſterday, and 
found your ſecond Letter; which if I bad not 
receiv'd, I ſhou'd however not have fail'd writing 
this Poſt about our changes talk d of, which I hope 
will be to the publick advantage. As to the Ad- 
miralty, and the conſequences of keeping ir in 
the adminiſtration, it had lain under during the 
Prince's time, you knew my mind fully, as well as 
my opinion of this preſent Lord, who, I hope, may 
with certainty be called Lord Higb Admiral. Tis 
Lord Pembroke I mean, who with great reluc- 
rancy at laſt accepts it, I believe; tho he plain- 
ly ſaid (as I have been inform'd) that he was in- 
ſerred only to ſerve a turn, and that another great 
Lord (the favourite of our Whig- party) was at 
the bottom intended, and wou'd in ſome time ſuc- 
ceed him. But I really believe things ſtand on a 
better bottom: and, that as ſtrictly as the Lord 
Somers is bound to the party of Friends with 
whom he roſe, he has yer that wiſdom, and with- 
all that regard to his Country's Intereſt, eſpecially 
under a Miniſtry of which he is like ro have ſo 
great a Share; that however the low Whigs may 
murmur, he will be glad ro ſee the naval Affairs in 
the hands of ſo univerſally belov'd a man, fo ho- 
nourable and uncorrupt as Lord Pembroke. 


BY this you will find I take for granted, thar 
Lord Somers comes into the place talk'd of for him 
of Preſident of the Council; and believe ir is true, that 
he has kiſs d rhe Queen's hand, tho not directly as 
a Miniſter receiv d. But pretty near it you may be- 
Neve: ſince at this time of mourning (and ſo fincere 
a Mourner as the Queen is) ſhe hardly wou'd ſee a 
ſtranger, and which is more, a Man fo yg 

| rom 
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from her, and ſo wholly off from the Court as Lord 
Somers has been, and whom J ſcarce believe ſhe has 
admitted at any time to kiſs her hand; he having 
been for certain the Prince's averſion, as you may 
judge by thoſe, who chiefly influenc'd the Prince, 
and were the violenteſt enemies Lord Somers had. 
I muſt confeſs.” I ever wiſh'd well to this correſ- 
pondence, there now is berween Lord Somers and 
our 1 Lord; bur can pretend to have had no ſhare 
in effecting it. With all the other Lords of the 
Funto, I have maintain'd only a very cool and diſ- 
rant acquaintance: but I have ever diſtinguiſn d Lord 
Somers, and believe ſo well both of our Lord and 


him, chat the Union between them is upon a hand- 


ſomer and better bottom, than that of giving up 
their particular Friends on either ſide; and even 
Lord Pembroke, (a Tory) on whom all This turns, is 


a proof, I think, that this change is not wholly a 
party marter. a 71 


LORD MWharton indeed is true ſteel: but 
as little partiality as I have for him, and as ill 
an opinion of his private life and principles, I 
fancy his good Underſtanding will make him ſhow 
himſelf a better Lord Lieutenant, than is expected. 
More changes I know not of: nor do I believe 
many are tv be expected. 


FORGIVE this haſty ſheer I here incloſe to 
you. Tis late, and I ſhall miſs this nights poſt ſend- 


ing bence ro Town: ſo add only my conſtant and 
Gncere profeſſion of being, 


Dear SIX. 
Nur oblig'd Friend and 
faithful humble Servant, 


SHAFTESBURY, 


— —— —— — — 


{ The Lord Treaſurer. 
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Dear S1 R, Beachworth, Nov. 25 17083 


| FSHOU'D be very ſorry if you miſs'd mine, 
"= of laſt poſt but one, from Chelſey, in which I 
writ you my Whole thoughts of the Changes, 


THE Parliament has now ſat, and for the firſt 
trying Queſtion we have loſt the Ballot, tho' but 
by nine. Our friends ſtuck faſt. Bur kindneſs ro this 
Miniſtry, which the beſt men are willing to favour, 
made rhe ſtruggle not ſo great as might be, Sir 
Peter King, our friend, ſpoke worthily for ir. Sir 
-Foſeph Feky!, and all thoſe did as before, and went 
on our fide.” The late Speakers beſet the * new 
one; and he will have 1 fear a hard task, if this 
be not an eaſy Seſſious, as our great news and glo- 
rious ſucceſs abroad is like to make it. 


AS for my ſelf and private affairs (with which F 
did not trouble you in my laſt long one) you may 
judge by the place where I am, that they go not on 
very {martly. Making court any where, or in any 

ſenſe, I find is not among my Talents, if I have 
any. I have done more in this affair, than I thoughr 
it poſſible for me to have done, having ſo great an 
opinion (as I ſtill have) of the Lady. Bur it is hard, 
even for us men, ro know our ſelves: harder for 
women, however wiſe, She may like a younger 
man and a ſprightlier, far better perhaps than ſuch 
4 one as I am; Bur I believe ſuch a one will nor ſo 
like or value her as I do; or in the main make her 
ſo happy, ſo vain I am; Bur whatever my thoughts 
W are of my (elf, I am nor us'd to fer my ſelf off for 
my Iatereſt-ſake, and make the beſt of what I have, 


= $ir Richard Onſlow, ſince created Lord Onflows 
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_— Health 1 have not in the higheſt degree; Be it 
| ſpleen, or real infirmity, tis the ſame misfortune to 


a Lady. Cou'd I make a ſhow of health with ſafe- . ] 
ty, and purſue the Lady, where I might have op- e 
portunity to win her liking by this means, and ap- ) 
pearing better without doors than I am within at or- J 
dinary hours; I wou d not do this, whatever depend- J 
ed on it. But as the ſeaſon is, and the ſevere North- N 
eaſt winds, and Town- ſmoke, I am driven from my 0 
quarters at Chelſey; and think not that I ſhall be a- 1. 
ble to rerurn there, till the ſtrength of the Winer 
is over: ſo will rake the firſt fair weather, to go to i 
my winter- quarters at * St. Giles's, A thouſand 5 
thanks to you for your kind concern in an affair, 5 
which I have taken ſo much to heart. Your wri- b 
ting again in anſwer, as you did the firſt poſt, was | 
mighty right, ro me extremely obliging. If I ſee * 
the leaſt glimmering of hope, you fhall be ſure to 7 
know. I have given order at Chelſey about the Vines, - 
Adieu, Dear SIR. Iam | by 
Moſt faithfully Yours, F x 
SHAFTESBURY, i © 

Sir Jobn and Mr. Mickletbewayt (who are both " 
here ar this Inſtant, rejoycing with me on the by 
good news from abroad) deſire very earneſtly | 1 / 

ro have their humble ſervices preſented to you. = 


EST IEK VIL 


Dear S IX. Beachworth, Jan. 6. 1708-9. 


H4P I nor by accident heard long ſince, that 
you were on the road to Town, you may be 
ſure I ſhou'd be employing the leiſure time I have 


wE, paternal ſeat in Dorſetſhite, which he us'd 
bighly to commend ; and indeed I bave heard it as much 

admir'd by gthers, : 
ö here ante 


5 
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here, in writing to you: eſpecially after ſuch long 
and friendly Letters, as I have lately receiv'd from 
you on publick and private ſubjects ; and in which 
you are ſo favourable ro me, as to lay a ſtreſs upon my 
judgmenr and opinion in the affairs of my Country: 
which of late years I have been forc'd to look on 
at a diſtance, without any thing that can be call'd 


a ſhare in em my ſelf, I muſt own, I began of 


late to flatter my ſelf, with a way of ſervice I lit- 
tle dreamt of, and which I never thought my ſelf 
capable of or qualify'd for F heretofore, I never 
thought I ſhou'd ſee any of the great Men at Court 
ſo inclinable to publick good, as to regard or 
hearken to a man, who had chiefly that at heart: 
and, to ſay truth of my ſelf, I always thought I had 
a ſtubborneſs of nature, which wou'd hinder me 
from making a right advantage of good Miniſters, 
when ever we ſhou'd come to haye any ſuch. Bur 
the being taken down very early in my life, from 
thoſe high imaginations I had, and thoſe hopes of 
doing ſervice in the plain way of Buſineſs and Par- 
liaments, the morrificatioa wrought ſo far in my 
advantage, that I became milder and more tracta- 
ble: and in this condition you found me, when you 
laid hold of an opportunity, and with a moſt par- 
ticular mark of friendſhip, recommended me to a 
H great Man, and brought me under obligation to 
him. The little time I have had fince with him, I 
employ'd the beſt I cou'd, in ſuch advices and ſuch 
offer of ſervice as became me. Nor do I think I 
have been any way unfortunate, in giving the leaft 
offence ; or railing that frightful Idea, which Cour- 


tiers are apt to have of Patriots and men of rigid 
Virtue. I flatter my ſelf egregiouſly, or I am well 


q 
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* By reaſon of bis Aſthma. 
T Giving advice to thoſe at the belm, of which no 


Man was more capable, both in reſpe# of ability and 
integrity. 
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in his opinion, and have loſt no ground. But if it 
be ſo, and as I faithfully believe; I will be ſworn, 
there never was a more difintereſs'd man in his ſta- 
tion: for if I may judge by my ſelf, he leaves ir ro 
his Friends, and thoſe he has oblig'd ro be grateful, 
and to act for him as they fancy, and as their heart 
prompts em; but for his part, he lays no burdens, 
nor requires any ſervice in return. 


BUT this however ought not to leſſen the zeal + 


and earneſt endeavour of one who is oblig'd, and 
in a truly honeſt man it muſt encreaſe it; and this, 
for his own ſake, I wiſh he may be wiſe enough to 
know: for I had rather ſuch goodneſs of his ſhou'd 
come from reflection, than mere natural temper and 
generoſity; for he that can ſee ſo deep into hearts, 
and comprehend the myſtery of Honeſty (a real 
myſtery in moſt Courts) will never want any of 
thoſe generous Inclinations which make a worthy 
Character. Bur the misfortune is, we Honeſt men (if 
I may (peak thus preſumpruouſly of my ſelf) are 
a little myſterious our ſelves. There is a cloud 
over us, Which is hard to be clear'd up. The rug- 
ged paths we walk through, give us a rugged pace; 
and the idle ſupine illiterate creatures of a Conrt- 
education, have a rhouſand advantages above us: 
and can eaſier borrow from our character than we 
from theirs; tho“ of right there ſhou'd be nothing 
fair or handſome, in which we ſhou'd come behind 
em. And it ought to be a ſhame, that a mere Cour- 
ter ſhou'd, for his Inrereſt-ſake, be more aſſiduous 
and better behavd in every reſpect ; than the man, 
who makes court for his Country, and tries to pro- 
fir of the good diſpcſition of great men in power. 
Our friend Horace found the difficulty and weight 
of this, in the caſe of an honeſt man, who lov'd 


his great | friend, but ſcorn'd to be a flave: 


T Mecenas. 


, "IO . 
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® Scurrantis ſpeciem præbere, profeſſus Amicum; 


And therefore (with a ſigh, to be ſure) he ſays, 


+ Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis Amici, 
Expertus metuit 


But we have a better cauſe than Horace, or his friend 
Lollius, whom he writes to; and therefore ſhou'd 
ſtrive to do more. They had only themſelves to 
ſerve, but we our Country and Mankind. And 
there was a great difference between thoſe Miniſters 
whom they courted, and the Miniſter our friend: 
for their Miniſtry was the enſlaving of their Coun- 
try, and the World; this Miniſtry is the very de- 
livering of both, and the foundation of a nobler 
ſtructure of Liberty (by a juſt Balance of Power at 
home and abroad) than ever was yet laid by Man- 
kind. They are in ſo good a way, they can ſcarce 
miſcarry. Nor can they fail of reward in the juſt 
eſteem and gratitude of the Publick, if they are 
not moſt unhappily wanting to themſelves in their pri- 
vate Friendſhips. But if truſting to their publick 
Merit, or to their Intereſt in their Prince, they ei- 
ther make no Friends, or ſuch as have not courage 


and wiſdom, their Enemies will find advantages a- 


gainſt em in any ſtate of affairs. 


A S our preſent affairs ſtand, I am ſure a Mini- 
ſter has need to be fortify'd with good Friends and 
honeſt Adviſers. He ought to know how he ſtands 
with the Publick, how every action and ſtep is con- 
ſtrued, and what the People think of matters, be- 
fore the proof comes in a Parliament. Tis my o- 
pinion, that a Peace is not fo near, as it may ſeem. 
I know the hard circumſtances the Dutch lie under, 
will make them preſs for the firſt terms, that ſeem 
any way advanrageous. But Matters are not at pre- 
ſent to be tranſacted by a whiſper, between two 
Gentlemen of the blade; and others muſt have the 
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Secret communicated to them, beſides “ a Monſieur 
Boufleurs or Milor Portland: ſo great a change has 
happen d ſince that laſt Peace, both in the Govern- 
ment of England, as well as Holland! and a Chan- 
cellor here apprehends another ſort of duty, as well 
as a Penſioner there, thanks to the Tory Gentle- 
men, for this their notable furtherance of the Pre- 
rogative. For I was one of thoſe forrowful Mhigs, 
who bemoan'd the ſad caſe of our Conſtitution, ac- 
cording to which the power of Peace and War was 
wholly in the Prince ; whilſt the Torzes ſaw plain- 
ly that ir was otherwiſe, and cou'd impeach a Lord 
1 Chancellor for placing the Seal, where I fincerely 
rhoughr he cou'd nor refuſe ro do ir ar his Prince's 
command, But ler Lord-Chancellors, and other 
Miniſters look to themſelves. If our Conſtitution 


was not ſo then, it is become ſo now: for not the 


abſolute Command, the Obſtinacy, the Raſhnels, 
or ill Judgment of the Prince himſelf (tho 
ever ſo much a principal in the caſe, or tho ſin- 
gle, or by himſelf) can juſtify or excuſe the 
leaſt flaw in a Treaty; for which the Miniſters 
are with their heads to be anſwerable to the People, 


as by late precedents it has been eftabliſh'd. Theſe 


difficulties may eaſily ſhow a wiſe Miniſter, that he 
has need of very diſcerning, bold, and honeſt 
Friends; and ſuch as are nor only able by their Ad- 
vice to aſſiſt him, bur by their Intereft and Credit, 
be as it were hoſtages and pledges for him to the 
Pablick, and to that conceal'd party of ſober and 
honeſt men : who, as few as they are, and as little 


” Theſe made the famous Partition-Treaty, which was 


fo ill-reliſh'd in England, and rejected by the Parlia- 


ment. For a while it was kept very ſecret, which cir- 
eumſtance alone is a juſt preſumption, that a Treaty is 
not for the advantage or honour of the Nation. 
T Lord Somers. Lord Portland was alſo impeacb'd ; 
2 were & the ſame time the Lords Oxford and Halli- 
2. 
noiſy, 
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noiſy, have a much greater part in the influence of 
affairs, than Miniſters are apt to think; eſpecially 
thoſe Miniſters, who affect a high contempt of Cof- 
fee · houſes and * Pamphlets, But it's time to end my 


ſcrawl, and tell you the chief reaſon of it over 
leaf. 


| I HAVE been ſhamefully tedious about publick 

| Affairs, but will be ſhorter about private; after on- 

ly asking, how comes it you are not in Parlia- 

ment? For your own ſake perhaps I am nor ſo much 

concern d; for I know too well what hardſhips lie 

upon one, who will not be a ſlave to a party: | 

and ſuch men ſhou'd be rather reſerv'd for the moſt f 

hazardous and calamitous times, when publick ne- 8 | 

ceflity, and common danger, make their merits 

and opinion better regarded. But for a good + Lord's 

ſake I am ſorry you are nor there : for tho' you may 

ſerve him leſs invidiouſly, and with more ſatisfa- 

ction perhaps ro himſelf, in another ſtation ; yet 

he wants thoſe in ſuch a Body as the Houſe of 

Commons, who are friends to his Miniſtry, and yet 

free to act for thoſe they repreſent. This I know 

may be ſhocking in many caſes: and if ir be ſo, | | 

and the difficulty be invincible, I congratulate your 1 
eſcape; but condole wich another perſun rhe want 


of a more truly refin'd Policy, than I ſee is under- 
ſtood at Court. , 6 


AS for my affair, ir hangs juſt as ir did, The | | 
more I learn from all hands, the more I ſee, and 4 
hear, and obſerve, the more I incline, but hope 


* He does not mean their care ſhou'd be in proſecu- 
ting, which often proves a worſe remedy than the diſ- 
eaſe; but by conſidering the Contents of them, and 
thereby judging of the ſentiments of the People, or at 


leaſt of ſome party among them. 1 
T Lord Treaſurer. * 


leſs? 
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leſs t for if I had not fears, that T am wholly diſ. 

regarded on the fide of another ſex, I am contidenr 

I cou'd go further in prevailing, and ſhou'd have 

better intereſt in our own, than any other. I have 

this reaſon, that beſides a declaration in my favour, 

with a liking of my Character, Family, Circum- 

ſtances; with the profeſſion of a ſincere Friendſhip, 

which has been of long ſtanding; and all arher com- 

mendations and profeſſions that I cou'd modeſtly 

g wiſh or deſite; beſides all this (I ſay) I have a me- 

rit that no body elſe will rival me in, for I won'd 

be glad of obtaining upon any terms: and that 

which is ſo hard to be parted with, is what I ſeek 

not either now, or in reverſion. And let this be a 

token to you, that I am not cool or indifferent, as 

you ſuſpect and reproach me in one of your Letters. 

I wou'd with all my ſoul ingage my ſelf this mo- 

ment to the perſon (were I bur lik'd) with a renun- 

clation of every thing of Intereſt or Fortune, either 

þy - preſent, or to come; and if I loſe the perſon, even 

17 thus, I ſhall eſteem it a loſs : and whenever 1 ſhall 

| think of ingaging elſewhere (if this be loſt ro me) 

pz I ſhall ſhow that Money is not ſo mighty a thing in 

| | my eſteem, that ir ſhou'd ſeem incredible for me 
1 to purſue in ſuch a difintereſs'd manner. 


BUT ſurely you will not think this ſo ſtrange in 
. | me, that I ſhou'd value Virtue ſo much, and Wealth 
1 ſo little. And now that I have ſpent a whole page 
1 f upon my ſelf (contrary to my promiſe) committing 
1 my ſelf and my affair wholly to you, and reſolving 
Bi: to take your judgment on it, I wait your advices, 


| and remain, dear Sir, ; 
| 8 6 . 0 * | . -” #8 
| 48 Tour moſt obliged 
' == and ever faithful friend 
| | | and bumble Servant, 
# 18 - 
8 , 
| | 8 p | 
i * 2:1 if 
* 
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If you direct to me to Sir John's here at Beach- 
worth in Surrey, by Darking-bagg, the poſt will 
bring your Letter quick; bur if any thing of 
great importance, a ſervant of mine ſhall come 
away at any time from Chelſey, ro bring whar 
yon have to communicate: or perhaps Mr. 
Micklethwayt, who is often coming hither (ge- 
nerally once a week) may be the conveyor z 
at leaſt he will ſend it to Chelſey, or (ee it ſafe 
convey d, if you direct him. 


LETTER VIII. 


Dear SIR, Beachworth, Fan. 12. 1708 9. 


HAT you might not be in pain on my account; 
I rook the reſolution, as ſoon as I had read 
yours, to ſend an anſwer away with the ſooneſt, without 
waiting the return of the poſt. So this, which is 
writ late to night, will I hope come to you to mor- 
row evening by the penny- poſt, ſince ir is to be in 
Ton before noon. And glad one is of any op- 
portuniry of a Meſſenger, ſuch as go by neceſſity 
on their own buſineſs, and on foot: for our ſervants 
and horſes cannot ſtir out of this bottom, where 
we are block'd up by the deep ſnows; and, what 
is worſe, the melted ſnow now turn'd again by the 
froſt into a cruſted Ice, 


| 
' 
: 


— 
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I WAS already on my Journey to the Weſt, with 
my face (in the Fewiſh phraſe) towards St. Giles's; 
bur now I am a ſojourner here of neceſſity. I can 
neither go backward nor forward; nor cou'd I, cho 
I were a robuſt man: but as a tender one, I know 
not what will become of me, or my affairs. For 
no body's affairs ever requir'd their preſence more 
than mine do at this time, and haye dene this good 
while ja the Counzry. | 
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no reſentment or reproach from me on that ſcore, 
I have that intire dependance on my Friend, that I 
can always commit my Affairs and Secrets to him 
as Plenipotentiary; and where I have once given 
my Heart (allow a Lover to ſpeak in Lover's 
language) I can eaſily intruſt my Intereſt. You-have 
long had my Hearr, even before I knew you per- 
ſonally. For the holy and truly pious man, who re- 
veald the greateſt of Myſteries; he, who with a 
truly generous love to Mankind, and his Country, 
pointed out the State of Denmark to other States, and 
propheſy d of the things highlieſt important to the 
growing age: he, I ſay, had already gain'd me as his 
ſworn Friend, before he was: ſo kind as to make 
* Friendſhip reciprocal, by his Acquaintance and ex- 
preſs d Eſteem. So that you may believe it no ex- 
traordinary tranſition in me, from making you in 
truth my Oracle in publick affairs, to make you a 
thorough Confident in my private. All therefore, 
that I am Eoncern'd for, in this bold attempt of 
yours, is for your own ſake ; leſt your partiality to 
me, ſhou'd have made you roo forward in ſhowing 
what was not ſo worthy of being ſeen as you ima» 
vine, and people are apt to think ſuch things are 


from defign. For my own part, I cou'd not but 


wonder with my ſelf a great while (for I con'd with 
difficulty recollect) what kind of a Letter I had 
writ you: and it is really a ſolemn law, which I 
impoſe on my ſelf in reſpect of my near Friends, 
never to write but with the freedom, haſtineſs, 
and incorrectneſs of common talk; that they may 
have all as it comes uppermoſt, And for this, I 
can appeal to my late Letters, and all that I have 
writ you on my love ſubject: for I am confident, 
T never fo much as read over one, that I wrote to 
yon on that head. But be it as it will, if what hap- 
pen d was but natural (and of that you are beſt 
judge) I am ſatisfy d; and hope it may prove — 

the 


| 


BUT no, as to what you write to me of yout. | 
being in concern for, on my account, you need fear 
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the beſt, as you ſeem ſo poſitively to aſſure; And for 
the other part, my love affair, uſing the ſame good 
judgment you have in this as well as in the orher, 
do as you judge beſt, I leave all to you: only 
ſhou'd be ſorry that you ran the leaſt hazard, in go- 
ing roo far our of doors this weather. And there- 
fore beg that your zeal for me won'd nor puſh you, 
to what wou'd be a real trouble for me to hear. Take 
your time, -uſe your own way, act for me with full 
power, and report your judgment. 


IF I have that intereſt you intimate in a“ great 
man, I can aſſure you as well for the Pablick's ſake, as 
for my own (in real love and obligation to him) 1 

will not indulge my ſelf in any reſpect ; but be a 
Courtier ro my utmoſt, and ſee him often at St. 
Fames's, Kenſington, Windſor, or wherever he is. 
Only my health will not bear with any kind of at- 
tendance in winter-time, when I am forc'd to at- 
tend upon my ſelf ; and by that care, and ſparing 
of my ſelf, have recover'd (when by nothing elſe 
I cou'd) out of the moſt languiſhing condition for 
three or four years : for which I have endur'd (and 
muſt endure ir ſeems, becauſe of the ſingularity of 
my diftemper) the judgment of the world, as one 
fantaſtical and ſplenetick. But my near Friends, 
thoſe of all hours, and that ſee me in all circum- 
ſtances, can beſt witneſs for me as to that: tho' per- 
haps, now they are for advancing me in Matrimo- 
ny, they may magnify my bodily eftate, ar the ha- 
zard of that of my mind, which is leſs (they think) 
a fair Lady's concern. Bur I like nor the ſtratagem, 
and deſire ro appear in truth what I am; only if I 
am more careful of my health aginſt the time of 
ſuch an ingagement, I may be the more excus'd : 
and indeed it is bur after all what is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve me, if I am worth preſerving for any good [ 
can do the Publick, or my Friends. Never any 


— ͤ Aiĩ—— —— ut IEA —ů — —ͤ — — 


* Lord Treaſurer. 
E 2 one 


4 
41 


little amends ſince. Tis pleaſant to imagine, that, 


(28) 
one con'd more juſtly ask that leave, which you 
yourſelf ask of me, | 


„ Egrotare timenti, &c. 


LO 


And therefore, I hope as ſoon as the hardeft of the 
winter has ſpent it ſelf (which is ſpending a- pace) 
I ſhall return, Sh 


1 Cum Zephyris, fi concedes, & birundine prima. 


Forgive this habit of long Leiters, which you have 


encouragd. I reſt 
Faithfully Yours, 


SHAFTESBURY. 


WET TER IA. 


Dear SIR, St. Giles, Febr. 21. 1708-9. 


Ho ſhall I ſufficiently acknowledge the kind 

ſervices you have lately done me? You may 
well ſay indeed, that you love not to do things by 
halves. I am ſure you are an intire Friend; and I 
am not ſurpriz'd ro find you ſo: for when my ac- 
quaintance with you was only upon publick affairs, 
I never found you a half. Patriot. We were then 
fellow-ſufferers, for being /o wholly what we pre- 
tended : and the world, I believe, has made us bur 


if we have met with better fortune, it has been by 
means of one another. Wou'd I cou'd make ir in- 
deed thoroughly reciprocal! for, on my fide, I may 
truly ſay, that the firſt turning of the ſtream, which 
had run againſt me, was by your hand : and in this 
moſt deſperate Caſe (which was the injury I re- 


Her. Lib. 1. Ep. 7. vfr. 44. Id. ver. 13. 
. ceiyd 


- 4 x +t 


, 


(29) 
ceiv'd in an injur'd Friend) yon inſtantly ſer all 


right; and what I had with pain, and trouble, and 
all manner of ill uſage, been ſolliciting for many 


| years, you accompliſh'd for me in a few weeks, 


and gave me my firſt Friend at Court. After this 
Miracle, I have had Faith enough to think you might 
do any thing. Indeed I did not think you cou'd 
have conquer'd ſnows and frofts, and have brav'd 
the hardeſt winter- weather. Yer 'twas in this ſea- 
ſon that you made ſuch a ſucceſsfull ſally for me, 
and gave me ſo good an account of my affairs, which 
L was almoſt come to think wholly deſperate. | 


BUT your ſhort and long Letter (which have 
both come ſafe ro me) as well as the account re- 
ceived from my Friends the poſt before, give me 
new hopes. I wiſh I coud anſwer as well in the 
matter of my Health, as I can in all other reſpects, 
where you have kindly been undertaker and gua- 
rantee for me. If I am more careful of my health 
now than before, tis becauſe I have this occaſion 2 
and that the more than ordinary care I have had of 
it of late, has ſucceeded ſo well with me. This I 
am ſure of, that I am ſo far from being being averſe 
to live in the world, and to have a ſhare in the con- 
verſe and affairs of it; that had Ia Wife that was diſ- 


creer, and good, and capable of advice, I ſhou'd more 


than any one be deſirous of her being much in the 
world, and ſupplying that part for me. My Bookiſhneſs 
has ſo little reaſon to fright any one, that if I had 
ever been of a remper to love Books, betrer than 
the converſation of my Friends and Relations; I 
am now really neceſſitated to lay em by, for no 
body wants little amuſements more than I do. And 
tho' on account of my mind I cou'd boaſt perhaps, 
that, in the greateſt ſolitude, I cou'd vie with any 
one for eaſe and cheerfullneſs; yer fince the change 
thar happen'd in my Health, I am not able to apply 
as formerly; nor even ſtudy above an hour at a 
time, or hardly as much more in a whole day. And 
1, who had gone thro' the diverſions and entertain- 

| ment 
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ment of ſome Courts, and foreign Countries, and 

in the company of Ladies, without ever once play- 
3 ing at cards, or knowing any ſuch thing as play; 
= am of late become a Card-player with the women, 
and am better qualify'd for chat with them, than 

for ſpeeches in a Parliament or works in a ſtudy. 

Thus moſt things have their convenience and in- 

G convenience. Tis certain, that in many reſpects I 
4 may be ſaid to make a better Husband now, that 
3 my Hands are ty'd ; than I ſhou'd have done, if I had 
| been left to act to the utmoſt of my ſtrength in 
„ 5 Politicks. There is a ſelfiſhneſs in the love that is paid 
| a Wife, and in the attendance on a Family, and all 

| the little affairs of it; which, had I my full ſcope of 
. action in the Publick, I ſhou'd hardly have ſubmit- 
3 ted to. An honeſt man muſt certainly be the great- 
| Neſt bappineſs of an honeſt woman. Bur then, there 
+ Is bitter too with the (weer ; for an honeſt man 
will love the Publick, and act honeſtly in the Pub- 
lick: and if he does ſo, tis two ro one bur he is 
hard ſer, and perhaps ground between the Parties; 
at leaſt he will have bur a ſolicitous life of it · He 
can't ſo well vacare Uxori as the Knave: but then 
| the Knave will be a Knave to her, and vacare to 
Z other women inſtead of her. And thus upon a 
| | Medium, I look upon my ſelf as in reality better 
EY qualify'd than ever for a good Husband, if it be to a 
y truly good woman, whoſe chief ſatis faction wou'd 
| be a converſible and chearful way of living, with a 
man who loy'd and valu'd her; and whoſe chief 
thoughts and time wou'd be beſtow'd on her and 
her Children, and ro make her life as agreeable as 


cou'd be to her ſelf, and her part in the world as 
conſiderable, 6. | 


” BUT to come to Practice after my Doctrine, 
you may depend upon ir, I will nor be long 'ere I 
return again to you: and tha' after a long abſence, 
and the death of an old ſervant who had all my 
affairs here in his bands, I have found things in 
great diſorder, I ſhou d value ng loſs of this * 
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The weather ſeems now to break: and if the roads 
(as in a fortnight or three weeks they may be) be. 
come paſſable, and the weather tolerable, I will ſoon 
come and make my ſecond atrempr, with all the 


ſtrength of friends that I can make on my fide, 


And if I can bur have the leaſt kind help from 
within the place, we may be able to carry it. 


*TIS a fad caſe for ſuch a one as I am, to hang 
in ſuſpenſe in an affair of this kind, where I am ſo 
paſſionately engagd. I find it worſe perhaps than 
another, becauſe I am ſo us'd to have my head free 
for publick affairs and thoughts of a larger kind. But 
I proteſt, tho' I have twenty things to ſay to you about 
the Publick, I can't come out with one. Forgive 
me I beg you, and place ir to the account of that 
zeal I have in an affair, you have thus forwarded, 
and is in your hands; as is intirely 


Your oblig d Friend, 
SHAFTESBURY. 


LETTERS 


Dear SIR, Sr. Giles's, March 7. 1708-9; 
SH OU'D indeed have been concern'd very 
- much at your filence, had I not known of your 
health by your friends and mine, with whom you 
lately din'd. I fear d your Conſtitution wou'd ſuf- 
fer by this extremity of weather, we have had. 
The Town-ſmoke, I think, is no addition to this 
evil ia your reſpe&t : but with me it wou'd have 
been deſtruction. The happineſs of a moſt healthy 
and warm, as well as pleaſant ſituation, where 1 
am, and which I may really praiſe beyond any I 
bave known in England, has preſerv'd me in bet- 
ter health this winter, than I cou'd have imagin'd. 
And I deſign to profit of the ſtock I have laid ap, 
8 an 
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and come ſoon where I may have the happineſs of 
converſing with you. But now you have led me 
into the talk of Friendſhip, and have ſo kindly ex- 
poſtulared with me about my thanks, ler me in my 
turn expoſtulate too about your excuſes for your Let- 
ters, or even for your omiſſion. I well know you 
wou'd not forget me, were there any thing that 
Friendſhip requir'd. For the reft, Friendſhip re- 
uires that we ſhou'd be eaſy, and make each other 
o. Tis an injuftice to a real Friend, to deny 
one's ſelf the being lazy, when one has a mind to it. 
I have profeſs d to you, that I rake that liberty my 
ſelf, and wou'd uſe ir if there were occaſion. But 
. befides other inequalities that are between us, over 
and above thoſe you reckon d up; conſider that, to- 
gether with my full leiſure and retreat here in the 
Country (by which means I have choice of hours to 
write when I fancy) I have alſo a ſecret and private 
intereſt that puſhes me forward to be writing to you, 
| as often and as much as I can. I am aſham'd things 
| ſhou'd ftand fo unequally between us: for you have 
þ nor yet had a fair trial, whar a correſpondent I 
q ſhou'd prove upon equal terms, nor can I impure a 
: fingle Letter of mine ro mere Friendſhip. But I 
am more aſham'd ftill, when I, who ſhou'd make 
excuſes, am fore d to receive em. See if you are 
| not over generous! for any one, beſides your ſelf, 
| wou'd be apt to uſe a little raillery with a man in 
| my circumſtances ; that had ſuch an Affair depend - 


| | ing, and wholly in your hands. Bur I find you 
have too much Gallantry, as well as Friendſhip, to 

rake the leaſt advantage of a Lover; and are willing 

| to place more to the account of Friendſhip, than I =: 


can ſuffer without bluſhing. However, be ſecure 

of this ; that when you rake Intentions inftead of 

| Facts, you can never impute more to me in the way 
of Friendſhip, than I really deſerve. And if I have 
| not yer had rhe occaſion, of proving my ſelf as I 
| wou'd do to you in this reſpect; I am fatisfy'd, if 
ö | the occaſion offer d, you wou'd not find me remils. 
| Jn the mean time, pray uſe me with more indul- 
| 


gence - 


P 
1 


e 


— — 


and a worſe Letter from you, than you wou'd write 


N to any Friend you had in tbe world beſides. 


is a law I ſer my ſelf with my near and intimate 


Friends, ro write in every humour, or neglect wri- 
ting as I fancy: and from this ſettled Negligence E 
grow a tight Correſpondent, and write when I ſcarce 


think of ir, by making thus free with thoſe I write 


ro. If you will rake my Humour as ir runs, you 
ſhall have hearry thanks roo into the bargain, for 
taking ir off at this rate. Let me but have a ſmall 
ſcrap or ſcrawl (three or four ſizes below the firſt of 


your Letters, after the late conference) and I ſhall 


think my ſelf not only favourably, bur kindly and 
friendly dealt with, 


* Nardi parvus Onyx eliciet Cadum. 


The truth 1s, I long for another ſuch precious ſcrap, 
as I had after your firſt attempt for me; that if you 
are as ſucceſsful in a ſecond, and find that your 
good advice has made impreſſion, and that there be 
a real foundation of hope, I may come up quickly, 


to make my ſecond attempt upon my old Friend. 


YOUR ſtory of Friendſhip con'd not but delight 


me, it being one of my darling pieces; Eſpecially 


being in an Author, who, tho' he perpetually does 
all he can, to turn all Morality and Virtue into 
ridicule : is yet forc'd to pay this, and one or two 
more remarkable tributes of acknowledgmenr, to 


we principle of Society and Friendſhip, which is the 
real principle of life; rhe end of life, and not (as 


ſome Philoſophers wou'd have it) the means. 
Horace in his wild days was of another opinion: but 


—— 
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(34) 
when he came in a riper age to ſtate the Queſtion, 


t Quidve ad Amicitias, Uſus Reumve trahat nos ? 


he always gives it for the latter; and wou'd nor 
allow Virtue ro be a mere Name, Ler who will 
_ deſpiſe Friendſhip, or deny a ſocial Principle; they 
will, if they are any thing ingenuons, be urg d 
one time or another to confeſs the power of it: and 
if they enjoy ir not themſelves, will admire or envy 
it in others. And when they have inverted the 
whole matter of life, and made Friendſhips, and Ac- 
quaintances, and Alliances, ſerve only as a means to 
the great and ſole end of Intereſt; they will find by 
certain tokens within their own Breaſts, that they 
are ſhort of their true and real Intereſts of life: for * 
this is in reality, P 


Propter Vitam vivendi perdere cauſas. 


Your Judgment roo, of the firſt of the parts in the 
ſtory of Friendſhip, is in my opinion perfectly juſt, 
My narural ambirion in Friendſhip, made me wiſh 
to be the Poor man rather of the two: tho fince 1 
have lately had to deal with a Rich one, I have 
wiſh'd ofren to change parts ; and keeping the wealth 
I have, wou'd fain have my old Friend to be heartily 
as” and accordingly make an experiment of me 

y ſuch a Legacy. Bur I am afraid, he hardly 
thinks mie capable of accepring of it: or if he did, I 
I know not whether he wou'd think the more fa- 
vourably of me. Mine is a hard caſe indeed, when I 
am on one fide oblig'd to act ſo difintereſs'd a part; 
and yer muſt be careful on the other fide, leſt for 
not loving Money I ſhou'd be thought an ill Son in 
law, and unfit to be intruſted with any thing. Thus 
you ſee I mix Love and Philoſophy : and ſo I ſhou'd 
Politicks and publick Affairs with private, if my 
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place at this time was nor the Country, and yours 
the Town. However, I cant forbear intreating 
you to ſend me word, whether the Propoſal abour 
* Dunkzrk, was from our Friend in the Miniſtry or 
not? for J heard he diſlik d ir, or ſeem'd to do fo; 
and for the laſt there may be good reaſon, as he is 
a Stateſman : for the former, I can ſee none, but am 
rather inclin'd to think, that as a generous and true 
Stateſman, he had for many reaſons (in reſpect of 
foreign and home affairs) contriv'd that the Propo- 
ſal ſnou'd ſeem to have its riſe from a popular heat; 
rather than from the Cabinet council, and as a de- 
berate thought. But if my own thought of it be 
fond, tis in the way of friendſhip ſtill: for I cou'd 
wiſh a Friend rhe happineſs of being author of every 
publick good, that was poſſible for him, and not to 
be a hindrance or obſtruction to any. 


T O conclude, one word about my private affair, 


and I ha' done for this time. I beg you, when you 
have been your viſits, and made your utmoſt effort 
to ſee what foundation I may hope for, you wou'd 
write me a line inſtantly, For tho I have private 
affairs of ſome conſequence, that ſhou'd keep me here 
at leaſt a month or ſix weeks longer, I will deſpiſe 
all of that kind: and, now the Roads are paſſable 


and weather rolerable, will come up at a week's 
warning; if a man who loves and admires is known, 
tho' never ſeen, can poſſibly be favour'd, or thought 
to deſerve, For if ſo, the Cauſe is nobler, and 
there is a better foundation for acting boldly. 


Adieu, Adieu\ 
—— CC 


* The demoliſhing of its F ortications and ruining of 
ite Harbour, which was firſt propos d in the unuccom- 


(pliſh'd Treaties of the Hague and Gerttuydenberg, 170. 


/ 


(36) 


EET TER AL 


Dear SIR, Beachworth, June. 3. 1709. 


TI S now long ſince I had fix d my thoughts on 

nothing, but the happineſs of ſeeing you; and 
profiring of thoſe advantages, which the perfecteſt 
Friendſhip, with the greateſt addreſs, and indefati- 
gable pains, had compalsd in my behalf. There 
was nothing I might not have hop'd, from ſuch a 
foundation as you had laid: and all the enchant- 
ments in the world cou'd nor have held proof, had 
my fad fate allow'd me but to have follow'd my 
Guide, and executed what my General had ſo a- 
bly defignd. But not a Star, but has been my e- 
nemy. IL had hardly got over the unnatural winter, 
but wich all the zeal imaginable I diſpatch d my 
affairs, and came up from the Weſt, thinking to ſur- 
prize you by a viſit. The hurry I came away in, 
and the farigue of more than ordinary buſineſs. I was 
forcd ro diſpatch that very morning I fer our, 
join'd with the ill weather which return'd again up- 
on my Journy, threw me into one of my ill fits of 
the Aſthma, and almoſt kill'd me on the road. Af. 
ter a few weeks I got this over, and my hopes re- 
viv'd: and laſt week I went to Chelſey, paid my 
viſit next day to the old man, found him not at 
home, reſolv'd to redouble my viſits, and once more 
endeavour to move him. But the winds rerurn'd to 
their old quarter, I had London ſmoke on me for 
a day or two; grew extreamly ill with it, and was 
forc'd to retire hither, where I have but juſt reco- 
yer'd breath. 


WHAT ſhall I do in ſuch a caſe ? To trouble 
you further, I am aſham'd ; aſham'd roo, that I ſhou'd 
have puſh'd ſuch an affair, ro which my ſtrength 
was ſo little ſuitable : and yer aſham'd to deſiſt, af- 
ter what I have done, and the vaſt trouble I have 
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(37) 
put you to: But Fortune has at length tatight me 
that leſſon of Philoſophy, to know my ſelf, my Con- 
ſtitution I mean: for my mind (in this reſpe& at 
leaſt) I know full well, And I wiſh in all other 
things I cou'd be as unerring and perfect, as I have 
been in this affair; in which Iam certain no Ambi- 
tion, or thought of Intereſt, has had any part: 
though it may look as if all my aim had been 
Forcune, and not the Perſon and Character of the 
Lady, as I have pretended. Bur in this I dare al- 
molt ſay with aſſurance, Du know my heart, Whether 
the Lady does, or ever will, God knows: for L 
have ſcarce the heart left to tell it her, had I the 


opportunity, 
S O much for my ſad Fortune. 
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I HOPE however to be at Chelſey again in a 
few days, and I long for the happineſs of ſeeing 
you there: for I have no hopes of being able to 
wait on you at your Lodgings. 


Mp. BM fo 


| IF the Queen goes ſoon to Windſor, I hope ſoon 
| to {ee the great man, our Friend; whom I can eaſier 
| viſit there, than at St. Fames's. He has been ſo 

kind to enquire after me with particular favour, 


and has ſent me a kind meſſage in relation to 
publick affairs. | 


I am, Dear S IX. 
Your moſt obliged Friend, 
. And faithful humble Servant, 
SHAFTESBURY. 


LETTER XII. 


My dear Friend, Chelſey, Tune 15. 1709. 
I WAS this Day to wait again on my old Lord. 
> I found him as civil and obliging as ever. Bur 
When I came to make mention of my affair, I 3 
ny 
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the ſubje& was uneaſy to him. I did but rake occafi- 
on, when he ſpoke in praiſe of my little Houſe and 
Study, to tell him I built it in a different view from 
what his Lordſhip knew me to have of late: for 
I had then (I told him) no thoughts beyond a ſingle 
life. I wou'd have added, that ſince I was unhappy 
in my firſt offer, and had turn'd my thoughts as 1 
had lately done, when I flatter d my ſelf in the 
hopes of his favour, I cou'd no longer enjoy the 
place or his neighbourhood, with the ſatisfaction I 
had done before. —-- Bur I found he was deaf on 
this ear. He ſeem'd ro expreſs all the uneaſineſs 
that con'd be, and I cou'd go no further. I fee 
there is no hope left for me. If he thoughr any one 
fincere, I believe I might be as likely as any one to 
be truſted by him. But I am afraid he thinks bur 
the worſe of me, for pretending to value his Daughter 
as I do: and for proteſting, that I won'd be glad 
to take her without a farthing, preſent or future; 
and yer ſettle all I have, as I have offer'd him. 
He will nor eaſily find ſuch a Friend and Son in 
law; one that has ſuch a regard for him and his. 


BUT ſo it muſt be. He may ſuffer perhaps, 
as well as I. There is no help for this, when men 
are too crafry to ſee plain; and roo intereſted, to 
fee their real Friends and Intereſt. I ſhall ſoon 
ſhew my finceriry in one reſpect, if I live : for fince 
I cannot have the woman I have ſeen and lik'd, I 
may determine perhaps on one I have never ſeen ; 
and take a Lady for a Character only without a 
Fortune (which I want not) fince you and other 
Friends are ſo kindly importunate, and prefling, on 
this concern of mine. | 


BUT of this more when I fee you next, with 
a thouſand acknowledgments and thanks, for the 
thorough Friendſhip you have ſhown ; and what is 
ſo truly Friendſhip, that I almoſt think I injure it, 
when I ſpeak of thanks and acknowledgments. 


YOU 


— — 


0 , 2 
© * 
. — — =p W 4 
. 
U 


YOU will have me take all of this kind in ano: 
ther manner: and therefore on the ſame foot, I 
expect you ſhou'd take all that I have done or ever 
can do, without ceremony, and as 

Dur faithful Friend, 


And humble Servant, 
SHAFTESBURY. 


L ETTE R XIL 


My dear Friend, Beachworth, July 19. 1709: 


CAN hardly be reconcil'd to you, for ſaying 
ſo much as you have done, ro expreſs your con- 
cern for the diſappointment of my grand affair. I 
am not ſo ill a Friend, nor have liv'd ſo little in the 
world, as not to know by experience, that a diſap- 
pointment in a Friend's concern, is ofren of more 
trouble ro one, than in one's own: And I was ſo 
ſarisfy'd this was your caſe, that I was willing to 
diminiſh the loſs, and make as flight of it as poſſi- 
ble; the better to comfort you, and prevent your 
being too much concern'd at what had happen d. 
As to the Fortune, I might ſincerely have done it; 
but as to the Lady, I own the loſs is great enough: 
for beſides her Character and Education, - ſhe was 
the firſt I turn d my thoughts upon, after the promiſe 
you had drawn from me the year before; when 
you join'd with ſome Friends of mine, in kindly 
preſſing me to think of the continuance of a Family. 
Methinks now, I might be acquitted, after this 
attempt I have made. But you have taken occaſion 
from the ill ſucceſs of ir, to prove how much more 
ſtill you are my Friend, in deſiring to make the 
moſt of me, while I live, and keep what you can 
of me for memory-ſake afrerwards, This is the 
kindeſt part in the world: and I can't bring my 
ſelf ſo much as to ſuppoſea poſſibility of your flatrer- 
ing me. I haye an eaſy faith in Friendſhip. My 
: Friends 
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1 ; pleaſe; when 
they thus lay claim to me: and whilſt they find me 
of any uſe ro them, or think 1 have any power 


OED. - 


C 


"ill ro ſerve Mankind or my Country, in ſuch a 


ſphere as is yer left for me; I can live as happy in 


a crazy ftare of health, and our of the way of 


pleaſures and diverſions, as if I enjoy'd 'em in the 
higheſt degree: If Marriage can be ſuirable ro ſuch 
a circumſtance of life, I am content to engage. I 
muſt do my beſt, to render ir agreeable ro thoſe 1 
engage with: and my Choice, I am ſenſible, ought 
for this reaſon ro be as you have wiſely preſcribd 
for me. I muſt reſolve to ſacrifice other Advantages, 
to obtain what is principal and eſſential in my caſe. 


WHAT other people will ſay of ſuch a Match, 
I kngw not; nor what motive they will aſſign for 
it, when Intereſt is ſer aſide. Love, I fear, will be 
ſcarce a tolerable prerence in ſuch a one as I am: 
and for a Family, I have a Brother ſtill alive, whom 
I may have till ſome hopes of. What a weakneſs 
then wou d it be thought in me, to marry with little 
or no Fortune, and not in the higheſt degree of 
Quality neither > Will it be enough, that I take a 
Breeder out of a good Family, with a right Educa- 
tion fir for a mere Wife; and with no advantages 
bur ſimple Innocence, Modeſty, and the plain quali- 
ties of a good Mother, and a good Nurſe? This 
is as little the modern reliſh, as that old faſhion'd 
wife of Horace s, 


* Sabina qualis, aut peruſta ſolibus 
Pernicis Vxor Appuli, 


Can you or my Friends, who preſs me to this, bear 
me our init? See, if with all the notions of Virtue 
(which you, more than any one, have help'd ro pro- 
pagate in this Age) it be poſſible to make ſuch an 
affair paſs tolerable in the world! The experiment, 
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* Epod. 2. ver. 41. 


however, 


however ſhall be mide, if I live ont this ſutimet: 


and you ſhall hear me ſay, as the old Batchelor in 
the Latin Menander, with a little alteration, 
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“ FEtſi hoc moleſtum, — atque alienum a vita mt 
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Videtur; ſi vos tantopere iſtuc voltis, fiat. e. 


You ſee upon what foot of Friendſhip I treat 
you. Judge whether it be neceſſary for you hereafter 
to ſay much in order to convince me, what a Friend 
you are: and for my own part, I have reduc'd you, 
F am confident, to the neceſſity of believing me, 
—4 the moſt ſincere of all men, or the moſt fairh- 
ful | | 115 1 

F Tour Friend and humble Servant, 


SHAFTESBURY: 
I miſs'd our great Friend, when I was laſt to viſit 


dim ar St. Fames's. I intend for Mindſor very ſoon, 
if Im able. _ | oa 
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L E TT E R XIV. 


Dear & I R, Reygate in Surry, Nov, 1, 17095 
| 1 F I have had any real joy in my new State, it was 


then chiefly when I receiv'd yours, that wiſh'd it 


me. The two of three Friends, whom, - befides 
your ſelf, I pretend to call by that name, were ſo 
much parties to the affair, and ſo near me, that their 
— of Congratulation was in a manner anticipated. 

appily you were at a good diſtance, and point 
de vue, to ſee right: for as little truſt as I allow ro 
We the common Friendſhip of the world, I am ſo pre- 
W ſumpruous in this caſe of a near and iatimare Friend; 
char inftead of miſtruſting their affection, I am ra- 
ther afraid of its rendering them too partial. The 

Ph Terent. Adelp. Act, 5. Sc. 8. ver. 21. 
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inrereſt and part, which I believe them ready to 
take in my concern, makes me wiſh em ſometimes 


ro ſee me las they ſhon'd do themſelves) from a 


diſtance, and in a leſs favourable light. So that al- 
though I have had Godfathers ro my Match, I have 
not been confirm d till I had your approbation : 
and though (thank God) I have had Faith to believe 
my ſelf a good Chriſtian, without Epiſcopal Con- 
firmation; I ſnou'd bave thought my ſelf an ill 
Husband, and but half marry'd, if I had not re- 
ceivd your concluding Sentence, and friendly 
Bleſſing. In good earneſt (for to you I am not a- 
mam d to ſay it) I have for many years known no 
other Pleaſure, or Intereſt, or Satisfaction, in doing 
any thing; but as I thought ir right, and what be- 


came me to my Friends and Country. Not that 1 


think, I had the leſs Pleaſure for this reaſon; but 
Honeſty will always be thought a melancholy thing 
to thoſe, who go but half way into the reaſon of 
it; and are Honeſt by chance, or by force of 
nature, not by reaſon and conviction. Were I to 
talk of Marriage, and forc'd ro ſpeak my mind 
plainly, and without the help of humour or raillery ; 
I ſhou'd doubtleſs offend the moſt part of ſober 
marry d people, andtheLadies chiefly: for I ſhou'd in 
reality think I did wonders, in extolling the happineſs 
of my new ftate, and the merit of my Wife in par- 
ticular ; by ſaying, that I verily thought my ſelf as 
bappy a man now as ever. And is not that ſubje enough 
of Joy! What wou'd a man of ſenſe wiſh more ? 
For my own part, if I find any fiacere Joy, it's be- 
cauſe I promis'd my ſelf no other, than the ſatis- 
faction of my Friends; who thought my Family 
worth preſerving, and my ſelf worth nurſing in an 
indifferent crazy ſtate, to which a Wife (if a real. 
good one) is a great help. Such a one I have found: 
and if, by her help or care, I can regain a tolerable 
ſhare of health; you may be ſure it will be employ d 
as you deſire, ſince my Marriage it ſelf was but a 
means to that End. 


I 
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I HAVE deferr'd three or four Poſts the an- 
ſwering yours, in expectation of reporting ſomerhing 
to you from our great Lord, to whom I had lately 
ſent a Letter; he having before let me know, that 
he wou d ſoon write to me upon ſomething of mo- 
ment: but as yet I have heard nothing. Only, as 
oft as he ſees a Friend of ours, he enquires after me 
with particular kindneſs, I am now at ſuch a 
convenient diſtance from him, whether he be at St. 
James, Kenſington, or Vindſor; that, when the weather 


and wind ſerves for me, and I am tolerably well, 


I can in four or five hours driving be ready to attend 
him. Other attendance I am nor, you know, capa- 
ble of; nor can I expect ſuch a change of Health, 
as that comes to: for fincerely it depends on that 
alone. As proudly as I have carry'd my ſelf to o- 
ther Miniſters, I cou'd as willingly paſs a morning 


waiting at his Levee, as any where elſe in the 
world. 


WHEN laſt I was with him at Mindſor, you may 
be ſure, I cou'd not omir ſpeaking to him of your 
ſelf. The time | had with him was much inter- 
rupred by company. I know not how my Intereſt, on 
ſuch a foor as this, is like ro grow : bur I am certain 
it ſhall not want any cultivating, which an honeſt man, 
and in my circumftances; ean poſſibly beſtow upon 
it. If he has, of comes ro have any good opinion of my 
Capacity or Knowledge, he muſt withal regard me 
in the choice I make of Friends. And if ir happens, 
as fortunately as it has done, that the chief Friend 
I have, and rhe firſt whom I conſider in publick 
affairs, was previoufly bis own acquaintance and 
prov'd Friend; one won'd think, be ſhou'd after- 
wards come to ſer a higher value upon him: and 
ſince he cannot have one always near him, who 
gladly wou'd be ſo; he will oblige another, who is 
willing and able. And in reality, if at this time 
your coming up depends only on his wiſh (as you tell 
me) and the commands he may have for you; I 


{hall much wonder if he forgets the advantage, or 
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thinks he can diſpenſe with your preſence at ſuch a 
Time. 


YOUR Character of Lord Wharton is very 
generous. I am glad to hear fo well of him. If 
ever I expected any publick Good, where Virtue was 
wholly ſunk, twas in his Character: the moſt 
myſterious of any in my account, for this reaſon, 
Bur I have ſeen many proofs of this monſtrous 
compound in him, of the very worſt and beſt. A 
thouſand kind thanks to you in my own and Spouſe's 
name, for your kind thoughts of ſeeing ns. I add 


only my repeated ſervice and good wiſhes, as 


Tur old and faithful Friend, 
And obliged humble Servant, 


SHAFTESBURY. 
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Two LETTER S from 


Sir John Cropley. 


LET ESI & 


Dear SIR, 


MY Lord Shaftesbury has deſird me, to make 
dl 


ou his excuſe ar this time; and I am ſure 
when [I tell you what hinders him, you will be 
more pleas'd with a Letter from me, than with any 
you have ever had from him. However, I know 
in a Poſt or two he will do ir himſelf; and tell you 
he is come acquainted with a perſon that has every 
Qualification, but equality of Fortune, to make her 
a ſuitable match. I believe no man ever had a ſurer 
proſpect of his own and Families happineſs. I am 
only concern that ſo good a Friend as you, are not 
here, ro be that way a partaker with my ſelf of this; 
and my Lord laments it himſelf as much. His Health, 
which is our beſt article, is become ſo good this 
weather, that he has been able to make his Mindſor 


Journey, without hurting himſelf: and the good 


impreſſion jour Friend, my Lord Treaſurer, made 
at firſt on my Lord, daily increaſes. And I muſt 
own, lince our Friend has ſteer'd by our compaſs, 
and has taken this reſolution at our requeſt, and for 
his Country's good, I wiſh it was as ſuch told your 
Friend my Lord Treaſurer; and the more, fince I find 
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my Lord Shaftesbury is defirous of cultivating all 
ways the foot they now ſtand on. I wou'd “ nor 
-bave this paſs for a light act, which in ir ſelf is fo 
far from it. And I muſt ſay again, the Choice is ſo 
good in ali reſpects but that one, which my Lord 
1s very well able ro diſpenſe with, that even ſome 
Mig friends that don't love him (whatever they pre- 
tend) for ſo often puiting them out af countenance, 
god atraigning their conduct, will nor be able to 
wound him at all: tho, as a ſiucere Friend ro my 
Lord Sbaſesbury, I muſt own tis the only place I 
fear hurt from; and ſo, am the more willing to put 
you in mind of this fence againſt it. If your oc- 
<afions ſhou'd be fo preſſing, to get the beiter of 
your inclinations, and keep you from doing this in 
the beſt way; yet I hope, in your correſponding 
with my Lord Treaſurer, you will remember this by 
the very firſt opportunity. My Lord Shaftesbury is now 
at Beachwortb. I ſhall be with him re morrow: and 
Mr. Micklethrayt, who is now here, will have me add 
his humble reſpects. I can ſay, no man is with greater 
faichfulneſs, gratitude, and reſpect, than my felf, 


Dear S I R, 
Tour moſt humble and 


moſt obedient Servant. 


Red-Lyon Square, J. CROPLEY. 
16th of Auguſt, 


I won't pretend to give you News, but Mick ſays we 
bave none. I beg my beſt reſpects and good 
wiſhes to ygur Sons. 1 


Meaning Lord Shaftesbury's Marriage. 


(47) 
LETTER it 


* Dear 81 R, Oddo ber the 60h. | 


_ HE Marriage of our Friend muſt be my excuſe; 
1 for no ſooner acknowledging ſo kind a Lerrer, 
as I about that time receiv'd from you. Bur really, 


8 
522 


, 


as private and as little to do as there was done in it, 


yer it gave me more bufineſs than I expected. You 
muſt long ere this know, that his Lady is a daughter of 
Mr. Ewer of Hertfordſhire, where that Family have been 
ſeated ever ſince Henry the 7rh's time; I gave you,; 
I remember, a pretty full account of all, but her 
Name, in my Letter: fo that I will only now ſay of 
it, that I believe no man ever had a Wife, that his 
own life and happineſs wou'd go on more the ſame, 
and undiſturb'd in all parts of ir, than he has. My 
Lord, by going too ſoon unto his Reygate houſe, 
got a ſevere Cold; bur he's ſo perfectly recover'd, 
as to be much better than I have ſeen him in ſome 
years paſt. You wou'd now be as much rejoicd, 
and indeed ſurpriz'd, ro ſee the good figns of 
Health in him; as you were concern'd, in ſeeing him 
laſt at Chelſey· The change is ſo great, that I don't 
doubt but the Publick too, one way or other, will 
have good figns of it. My Losd Treaſurer has moſt 
kindly writ to copgratulare himg and my Lord 
has write a Letter in anſwer, with more perſonal 
honour and eſteem, than I am ſure he ever writ 
a Miniſter before. By the way, now Fam ſpeaking 
of Compliments, on this occafion I hear a certain 
perſon, at yo Lord F Lieutenant 's, gave a pretty 
odd acconny of the Lady, or rather of my Lord; by 
ſaying, -ſhe was far from being young. Indeed if 
that had been wanting in any Match, it wow'd have 
made it a ſad affair. Bur ſhe is but _tyventy. So I 
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+ 41 Lord Wharton. 
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